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join our community of independent readers!

Visit our MBA ­website at www.midwestbooksellers.org to find the complete state-

by-state searchable directory of our locally owned and operated independent Midwest Booksellers Association bookstores, including links to those with websites for online shopping. This directory will help you locate a convenient store in your community, which will be glad to assist you.  

You can purchase books from your favorite independent bookseller in one of these ways. Thank you for supporting your locally-owned independent bookstore!

In Person  Nothing beats browsing through an interesting book in your favorite bookstore—except buying and reading it, of course! Our booksellers will help you find the titles you need, offer personal recommendations, and provide services such as special orders, gift cards or certificates, and gift-wrapping. Bring your catalog with you for easy shopping. Be sure to redeem your 10% OFF coupon, too!

Online  The majority of our bookstores have websites and E-mail addresses. While online services vary by store, many ­booksellers will be glad to do business with you electronically, offering the same excellent customer service you enjoy in person. In addition, you can visit www.IndieBound.org to order these and thousands of other books online. A number of stores now sell e-books, too.

By Telephone or Fax  Call your favorite bookstore to place a phone order, or have them hold books for you to pick up later. Be sure to ask for pertinent details about sales tax, shipping charges, etc. Many stores also have Fax service to assist you. We suggest that you ask your bookstore to call you with an order confirmation.

Please note that the Midwest Booksellers Association itself is not a bookstore. We cannot sell books to you or fill orders directly. Please be sure to contact the bookstore of your choice to purchase the books you need. If a store does not have a particular title in stock, it will be glad to order it for you. If you have any questions about our 2008 Catalog, the titles featured here, or the location of a bookstore near you, please do contact us. We’ll be happy to help you!
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Lights on a Ground of Darkness

Ted Kooser

With a poet’s eye for detail, Kooser captures the beauty of the landscape and the vibrancy of his mother’s Iowa family, the Mosers. In precise, evocative language, he conveys his German-American family’s story in the heart of the Midwest during the 1950s. 

A Bison Original/Univ. of Nebraska Press

$10.95 Paperback ISBN: 9780803226425 

“Former US Poet Laureate and Pulitzer Prize winner Ted Kooser captures the essence of his mother’s family in this collection of memories of his grandparents and their Iowa home. With a poetic and childlike eye for detail and his skillful use of imagery and language, he fondly evokes the people and places of his memory, those he loved the most.”   

—Carla Ketner, Chapters Books & Gifts, Seward, NE

Stray Affections

A Novel

Charlene Ann Baumbich

With the quirky, close-knit Midwestern small-town feel that made Charlene Ann Baumbich’s acclaimed Dearest Dorothy novels so popular, Stray Affections invites readers to experience the joy and healing of second chances. 

WaterBrook Press

$13.99 Paperback ISBN: 9780307444714 Random House 

“What a bundle this book is! A combination of mystery, magic, joy, second chances, quirky characters, and the blessings of God….all brought to light by the purchase of a snow globe at a flea market. This is an ideal book to read on a snowy winter day, snuggled up in a blanket, with a cup of hot chocolate beside you.”   

—Nancy Simpson, Book Vault, Oskaloosa, IA

The Chain Letter of the Soul

New and Selected Poems

Bill Holm

This new collection of poems by beloved Minnesota writer Bill Holm, published not long after his untimely death, records individual observations of later life. Holm’s book confounds mortality by honoring a sense of an organic system that extends beyond birth and death. 

Milkweed Editions 

$18.00 Paperback ISBN: 9781571314444 

The Longest Night

Marion Dane Bauer

Illustrated by Ted Lewin 

All through the forest, animals long for dawn’s warmth on the longest night of the year. In this lyrical story accompanied by breathtaking watercolors, it will take a tiny and gentle creature to summon a new day. Ages 4-8. 

Holiday House, Inc. 

$17.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9780823420544 

“The Longest Night is a charming story about the Winter Solstice and the return of longer days. Its lyrical style and beautiful illustrations will make this an instant family classic to be shared with generations to come. Children will ask for this one over and over again!”          

—Angie Grafstrom, Inspiration Hollow, Roseau, MN

Cincinnatus

The Secret Plot to Save America

Rusty McClure and David Stern

Framed for a brutal murder he didn’t commit, Matthew Thurman is on the run, fighting to clear his name. He soon uncovers a deadly conspiracy that reaches into the highest levels of government. A fascinating, fast-paced contemporary novel with roots in U.S. and Roman history. 

Ternary Publishers 

$24.00 Hardcover ISBN:  9780984213207 Atlas Books
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EAT. SLEEP. READ. Calendar 2010

This calendar offers daily book trivia provided by independent booksellers across the country. A portion of the revenue from each calendar purchase goes directly to Midwest Booksellers Association to support bookseller education. Quantities limited. Available while supplies last. 

Workman Publishing Co.

$12.95 Page-a-day Calendar ISBN: 9780982465318 Partners/Bookazine
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People of the Sturgeon

Wisconsin’s Love Affair with an Ancient Fish

Kathleen Schmitt Kline, Ron Bruch, and Fred Binkowski; Photographs by Bob Rashid

This is a history of the cultures surrounding the lake sturgeon in Wisconsin’s Lake Winnebago region. Told by a fascinating collection of photos, artifacts, and a few good fish tales, People of the Sturgeon is the ultimately successful story of a special group of sturgeon. 

Wisconsin Historical Society Press 

$29.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9780870204319

“People of the Sturgeon is a fascinating account of an ancient fish on the brink of extinction, and the single population in central Wisconsin that has managed to thrive, thanks to a community-wide effort to save it. This book is not only a unique history, but also an encouraging look at the positive impact conservation movements can have.”                

—David Mallmann, Next Chapter Bookshop, Mequon, WI

Out of the Northwoods

The Many Lives of Paul Bunyan

Michael Edmonds

Part bibliographic mystery and part social history, Out of the Northwoods explains for the first time why we all know and love Paul Bunyan. It also includes an appendix with more than 100 original tales about Bunyan. 

Wisconsin Historical Society Press

$24.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9780870204371

“Rooted in the ingenuity of the pioneer spirit, this book presents an unvarnished look at the culture of the late nineteenth century lumber industry, how it shaped our region, the country, and created the legend of Paul Bunyan. Using the words of lumberjacks and old camp pictures, Edmonds traces the ambiguous roots of Paul Bunyan while giving us a clearer picture of lumber camp life. The book contains over 100 legends of Paul Bunyan and a fantastic list of references for further research.”     

—Angie Grafstrom, Inspiration Hollow, Roseau, MN

Our Neck of the Woods

Exploring Minnesota’s Wild Places

Daniel J. Philippon, Editor

Our Neck of the Woods showcases writers’ own experiences in the best-loved places in Minnesota, including the North Shore, Lake Bemidji, the western prairies and grasslands, the Boundary Waters, and the Mesabi Iron Range. 

University of Minnesota Press

$19.95 Paperback  ISBN: 9780816665914

Miller Trade Book Marketing

“There are few things that mold the identity of Minnesotans more than our relationship with the natural world around us. This exquisite collection of essays reminds us of the beauty of a summer evening at the lake, the camaraderie of the deer camp, and the solitude of the fisherman. With contributions from Sigurd Olson, Bill Hom, and many others, this volume is the perfect for the ‘wild’ one on your list.”      

—Chris Livingston, The Book Shelf, Winona, MN

North Woods River

The St. Croix River in Upper Midwest History

Eileen M. McMahon and Theodore J. Karamanski

North Woods River is the thoughtful biography that tracks the social and environmental change of the St. Croix River over the course of 300 years.

The University of Wisconsin Press

$24.95 Paperback 

ISBN: 9780299234249 

“Karamanski ensnares readers with rich, elegant language that is as beautiful as the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway itself. Anyone who has visited and experienced the beauty of the St. Croix River will love to learn how the river and its inhabitants have changed over the past three-hundred years. If you’re interested in detailed but not overwhelming history, or just want to learn more about the St. Croix River, add this book to your list! It will be a great holiday gift for any natural history lovers in the region.” 

—Kat Cameron, Back to Books, Hudson, WI

On the Hunt

The History of Deer Hunting in Wisconsin 

Robert C. Willging

On the Hunt details the fascinating story of deer hunting in Wisconsin, from the spear-throwing Paleo-Indians to the sportsman of today. The perfect preparation for the avid hunter’s annual trek into the woods. 

Wisconsin Historical Society Press

$26.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9780870204050  

“On The Hunt provides a complete and in-depth look at the genesis of modern day deer hunting. It captures the emotions of the hunter perfectly. I felt like I had walked the same trails and sat in the same stand as the author!”  

—Scott McKinney, Redbery Books, Cable, WI
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FARMfood

Green Living with Chef Daniel Orr

Daniel Orr

For renowned chef Daniel Orr, simplicity is beauty. In his ­latest book, Orr features a diverse assortment of recipes influenced by his Midwestern roots as well as his global culinary career, while advocating the use of locally grown, wholesome ingredients.

Indiana University Press 

$29.95 Paperback ISBN: 9780253221032

“A fun and informative romp through the farmers market and the kitchen with Chef Daniel Orr. The recipes are fantastic and easy to spin off with what is at hand during the season. Chef Orr is giving us a taste of the good life: simplicity, friends, and fresh local food.”       

—Lisa Baudoin, Books & Company, Oconomowoc, WI

The Flavor of Wisconsin

An Informal History of Food and Eating in the Badger State

Harva Hachten and Terese Allen

The Flavor of Wisconsin remains the authoritative history of Wisconsin’s culinary traditions. In this revised edition, Allen introduces new topics, elaborates on others, and connects the historical dots of the state’s rich food history. 

Wisconsin Historical Society Press 

$29.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9780870204043

“A delightful mix of Wisconsin history and great recipes! These are simple, delicious recipes that my grandmother used to make. This is sure to be a family favorite. Cookbook collectors will also want this wonderful history/cookbook.” 

—Barb Craig, Brown Street Books, Rhinelander, WI

The Self-Sufficient Life and How to Live It

The Complete Back-to-Basics Guide 

John Seymour 

From harnessing natural forms of energy, raising crops and keeping livestock, preserving foodstuffs to making beer and wine, carpentry, and weaving, this must-have resource by John Seymour, the “Father of Self-Sufficiency” is perfect for living in harmony with the land. 

DK Publishing 

$35.00 Hardcover ISBN: 9780756654504 Penguin Group (USA)

“Thoroughly researched and beautifully illustrated in the finest DK tradition. A practical guide for those who live the self-sufficient life and inspirational for those who would like to.”     

—John Rollefson, Books & Company, Oconomowoc, WI

The Master Cheesemakers of Wisconsin 

James Norton and Becca Dilley

This beautifully photographed and engagingly written book introduces hardworking, resourceful men and women who represent the artisanal craft of cheesemaking that has been a Wisconsin tradition since the 1850s. 

University of Wisconsin Press

$24.95 Paperback ISBN: 9780299234348 

Itty Bitty Toys

Susan B. Anderson

Kids love toys, and toys you make yourself are extra special! Itty Bitty Toys from Madison, WI, knitting expert Anderson features quick, easy knitting projects that children and adults will love! 

Artisan 

$17.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9781579653767 Workman Publishing Co.
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Kevin Kling’s Holiday Inn 

Kevin Kling

Celebrate all the holidays with renowned Minnesota playwright and storyteller Kling, whose sense of the ridiculous never stops his appreciation of human nature.  From a weiner dog’s capacity for Christmas destruction to frightening Valentine’s Day decisions, to taking mom to a July 4th demolition derby, these tales are filled with humor, whimsy, and – yes – universal truths! 

Borealis Books 

$22.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9780873517669 Minnesota Historical Society Press

Miriam Daughter of Finnish Immigrants 

Diane Dettmann and Miriam Kaurala Dloniak 

Illustrations by Mary Elleson-Jones

Life during the Great Depression provided few luxuries for the Kaurala family, but their dreams of a better life sustained them. Through hard work they met the daily challenges of survival with a commitment to each other. They were a family undivided. A fascinating first-hand look at this piece of Midwest history. 

Outskirts Press 

$12.95 Paperback ISBN: 9781432722944 Wholesalers

Life Among the Lutherans 

Garrison Keillor

Based on Garrison Keillor’s Lake Wobegon monologues, this book gathers stories about the struggles of ordinary people in an imperfect world and the church to whose high standards they aspire. 

Augsburg Books 

$23.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780806670614 Augsburg Fortress 

“If you love A Prairie Home Companion and all things Wobegon, you will love Life among the Lutherans. We’re given an offering by Garrison Keillor of 28 essays from the past 26 years. Whether you tear through all 28 in one sitting or you have the will power to read one per evening, you’ll be transported to a land of Norwegian Lutherans known as Lake Wobegon. This little hardcover makes the perfect gift!”      

—Jennifer Wills Geraedts, Beagle Books, Park Rapids, MN

Church People

The Lutherans of Lake Wobegon

Garrison Keillor

Lutherans have given us hotdish, church ladies, self-effacement, and solid advice, as Garrison Keillor so eloquently reminds us in his weekly ruminations on life in Lake Wobegon. Selected from live broadcasts of A Prairie Home Companion, this collection celebrates the Land of the Lutherans in a style to which they may not be totally accustomed! 

HighBridge Audio 

$24.95 CD ISBN: 9781598879292 Workman Publishing Co.

Citizen Mitten

My Life With a Cat My Family Says Was as Nutty as Me

William Voedisch 

Millions of us own pets, but once in a lifetime there is one so special you’ll never forget it. Bill shares with us his life with Mitten in these sometimes hilarious, sometimes poignant, always memorable stories. 

East Wind Ink 

$14.95 Paperback ISBN: 9780982380901 Itasca Books

“Citizen Mitten is filled with the joy and hilarity that our animals bring to our lives, as well as the heartbreak when things go wrong and our ‘parental responsibility’ leads us to make choices for our pets that they can't make for themselves. A funny, touching, and honest read.”      

—Kathy Adams, Valley Booksellers, Stillwater, MN

Pioneer Girl

A True Story of Growing Up on the Prairie

Andrea Warren

This is the story of young Nebraska homesteader Grace McCance who, when she was three, moved with her family to the wind-swept prairie of central Nebraska in 1885 and experienced the heartbreaks and joys of pioneer life. Ages 9-12. 

Bison Books

$14.95 Paperback ISBN: 9780803225268 University of Nebraska Press

“Andrea Warren is a huge name in children’s non-fiction!! Kudos to University of Nebraska Press for bringing back this important book about Nebraska’s early days. We love this one!”                    

—Ellen Scott, The Bookworm, Omaha, NE
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This Water Goes North

Dennis Weidemann

Thirty years ago, four Iowa farm boys hatched a plan that led them on a 1,400-mile voyage from Minnesota to the polar bears of Hudson Bay. Stow away with this delightful, inspiring true story. 

Manitenahk Books

$21.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9780979685200 

“This little book grabbed us all like a morsel of youthful summer magic. It is a treasure that makes you want to take that chance, that trip, that leap of faith.”   

—Tresa Mott, The Next Chapter, Knoxville, IA

Seldom Seen

A Journey into the Great Plains

Patrick Dobson

Dobson’s 1995 journey from Kansas City to Helena, MT, was prompted by a sense of disquiet and guided by chance encounters and experiences with the seldom-seen people of the small towns and far-flung outposts of the Great Plains.  Land, sky, weather, and circumstances influence this story of hope and desperation, richness and simplicity, creating a portrait of who we are in the vast heartland of America. 

University of Nebraska Press

$29.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9780803216167

The Wolf at Twilight 

An Indian Elder’s Journey into Ghosts and Shadows

Kent Nerburn

Nerburn finds himself back on the Lakota reservation in an unforgettable journey that takes the reader deep into the reservation’s ways of teaching and learning that few outsiders ever experience. 

New World Library

$14.95 Paperback ISBN: 9781577315780 

“A note left on the windshield of his car prompts Nerburn to return to the reservation and the people of Neither Wolf nor Dog. There he finds the Lakota elder, Dan, preparing spiritually for the end of his life. As Nerburn joins Dan in a journey to discover what happened to his sister nearly eighty years earlier, Dan imparts teachings about Indian understandings of life. The book has memorable characters, humor, and the deep and respectful portrayal of Indian life for which Nerburn is known.”      

—Sally Wizik Wills, Sister Wolf Books, Dorset MN

Beloved on the Earth

150 Poems of Grief and Gratitude

Edited by Jim Perlman, Deborah Cooper, Mara Hart, and Pamela Mittlefehldt

This engaging anthology of 150 poems brings together a range of responses to the loss of loved ones, composed by Billy Collins, Jane Kenyon, Mary Oliver, Rumi, et al. “An anthology filled with healing and hope.” —Rabbi Lawrence Kushner  

Holy Cow! Press

An Indie Next Pick

$16.95 Paperback ISBN: 9780977945894 Consortium/Abraham Associates

“I find Beloved on the Earth to be an absolutely essential collection. Some of my favorite poets are represented here (Kooser, Oliver, Berry, Clifton) and many are new to me. But this is just a remarkable and thoughtful collection and the poems are well-crafted and not dripping with sentimentality as so many of these types of collections tend to be.”      

—Laura Hansen, Book in’ It, Little Falls, MN

Charley Harper – An Illustrated Life

Todd Oldham

This book showcases the late Charley Harper’s illustrations that appeared in the Ford Times magazine and many of his beloved books. For the first time, this iconic Midwesterner’s work is published in one complete retrospective volume, making it the definitive Charley Harper book. 

Ammo Books 

$49.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9781934429372 Ingram Publishers Services
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Heaven to Betsy/Betsy in Spite of Herself

Betsy Was a Junior/Betsy and Joe

Betsy and the Great World/Betsy’s Wedding

Maud Hart Lovelace

Brand-new editions of Maud Hart Lovelace’s beloved “older” Betsy-Tacy books. Each book features a new ­forward by New York Times bestselling authors Laura Lippman, Meg Cabot, or Anna Quindlen.  

Harper Perennial Modern Classics 

$14.99 each Paperback HarperCollins Publishers

Heaven to Betsy/Betsy in Spite of Herself ISBN: 9780061794698

Betsy Was a Junior/Betsy and Joe ISBN: 9780061794728

Betsy and the Great World/Betsy’s Wedding ISBN: 9780061795138

A Reliable Wife

Robert Goolrick

Rural Wisconsin, 1909. A successful businessman advertises for “a reliable wife,” but the “simple, honest woman” who arrives and the man himself hide dark motives from each other. Isolated on a remote estate and by relentless snow, they play out their story in unimaginable ways. With echoes of Wuthering Heights and Rebecca, Robert Goolrick’s intoxicating debut novel delivers a classic tale of suspenseful seduction, set in a world that seems to have gone temporarily off its axis. 

Algonquin

2009 Midwest Booksellers’ Choice Honor Book

$23.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9781565125964 Workman Publishing

“Goolrick’s new novel is a compelling, sensual story set against an authentic historical landscape. The upper Midwest setting, the intriguing characters, and the intertwining moral dilemmas all combine to make this a strong recommendation for book clubs.”            

—Geoffrey Jennings, Rainy Day Books, Fairway, KS

Blue Shadows Farm

A Novel

Jerry Apps 

Fans of Wisconsin icon Apps will delight in his new novel, which follows three generations of a family and their Wisconsin farm from the post-Civil War era to the present. Through the story of the Starkweathers, their changing fortunes and their relationships with their farm, Apps expresses the challenges all farmers face as stewards of the land. 

Terrace Books 

$26.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9780299232504 University of Wisconsin Press

“A classic tale of a family farm that is rooted deep in American history. Apps writes with beautiful regional detail that gives readers a descriptive vision of rural Wisconsin. We'll be giving this as gifts to our own families this fall!”      

—Miah Olmsted & Melly Meyer, Back to Books, Hudson, WI

Sing Them Home 

Stephanie Kallos

Three siblings who have lived in the shadow of unresolved grief since their mother’s disappearance are summoned home from their varied adult lives after their father’s death. With breathtaking lyricism, wisdom, and humor, Kallos explores the consequences of protecting those we love.

Grove Press.

$14.95 Paperback ISBN: 9780802144133 Grove/Atlantic

“Sing Them Home is set in Elmyn Springs, Nebraska. Decades after their mother’s disappearance in a tornado, Larken, Gaelan and Bonnie are summoned home upon their father’s death. Kallos’s lyricism and wisdom are on display as she creates a cast of small town characters who are as lovable as they are confounding—lives poised for redemption. This is a book you will cherish and wish could go on forever.”  

—Sarah Bagby, Watermark Books & Cafe, Wichita, KS  
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Her Fearful Symmetry

A Novel

Audrey Niffenegger 

A spectacularly compelling and haunting novel about love and identity, secrets and sisterhood, and the tenacity of life–even after death–by Audrey Niffenegger, author of the bestseller The Time Traveler’s Wife. 

Scribner 

$26.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9781439165393 Simon & Schuster 

$39.99 Unabridged CD ISBN: 9780743599306 Simon & Schuster Audio

Pilgrims 

A Wobegon Romance

Garrison Keillor

The Latest news from Lake Wobegon comes from…Italy! A Lake Wobegon boy died in the liberation of Rome in 1944, and his grave becomes the destination of ten townspeople. Their trip brings up forgotten stories delivered with Keillor’s trademark humor. 

Viking

$25.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9780670021093 Penguin Group (USA) 

Knit Two

A Friday Night Knitting Club Novel

Kate Jacobs

In this follow-up to the beloved #1 New York Times bestseller The Friday Night Knitting Club, Georgia Walker and her fellow knitters continue to rely on each other for help as they struggle with new challenges. 

Berkley

$15.00 Paperback ISBN: 9780425229927 Penguin Group (USA)

“Those engaging Friday night knitters are going strong after five years, despite age difference and lives challenged by change and struggle. In fact, it is those very struggles that tie them together for the long haul, as they question one another’s priorities while propping each other up in times of trouble. As in her first novel, Jacobs sprinkles this comfy pearl with light laughs and plenty of wisdom about the power of friendship.”      

—Bev Denor, LaDeDa Books & Beans, Manitowoc, WI

The Last Song

Nicholas Sparks

In the tradition of his beloved bestseller A Walk to Remember, Nicholas Sparks delivers a compelling family drama centered around a rebellious teenage girl’s romantic awakening and first encounter with heartbreak. 

Grand Central Publishing 

$24.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780446547567 Hachette Book Group USA

$22.98 Abridged CD ISBN: 9781600246388 Hachette Audio

$39.98 Unabridged CD ISBN: 9781600246401 Hachette Audio

Stray Affections

Charlene Ann Baumbich

With the quirky, close-knit Midwestern small-town feel that made Charlene Ann Baumbich’s acclaimed Dearest Dorothy novels so popular, Stray Affections invites readers to experience the joy and healing of second chances. 

WaterBrook Press

$13.99 Paperback ISBN: 9780307444714 Random House 

“What a bundle this book is! A combination of mystery, magic, joy, second chances, quirky characters, and the blessings of God….all brought to light by the purchase of a snow globe at a flea market. This is an ideal book to read on a snowy winter day, snuggled up in a blanket, with a cup of hot chocolate beside you.”            

—Nancy Simpson, Book Vault, Oskaloosa, IA
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Ford County

Stories 

John Grisham

In his first collection of short stories, John Grisham takes us back to Ford County, Mississippi, the setting of his first bestselling novel A Time to Kill.  The little town of Clanton harbors a cast of characters you’ll never forget in these interlaced stories that are often hilarious, frequently moving, and always entertaining. This new collection makes it abundantly clear why Grisham is one of our most popular storytellers. 

Doubleday 

$24.00 Hardcover ISBN: 9780385532457 Random House 

$35.00 Unabridged CD ISBN: 9780307702104 Random House Audio

I, Alex Cross  

James Patterson 

Overcome by the murder of his niece, Alex vows to capture the psychopath responsible before he kills again. During his investigation, Alex discovers that his niece is not the only one who has disappeared. The hunt for the murderer leads him to Washington’s most infamous club. Could the killer be one of its patrons, one of Washington’s elite who will do anything to keep their secrets buried? 

Little, Brown & Company 

$27.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780316018784 Hachette Book Group USA

$24.98 Abridged CD ISBN: 9781600247668 Hachette Audio

$39.98 Unabridged CD ISBN: 9781600247682 Hachette Audio

Hardball

A V.I. Warshawski Novel

Sara Paretsky 

Chicago-based Sara Paretsky is always a favorite in our region! Now she’s back with her thirteenth V.I. Warshawski novel, Hardball—the kind of ball played in Chicago politics, business, and law-enforcement, past, present, and future. V.I. is asked to find a man who’s been missing for four decades, and a search that seems futile quickly turns lethal.  Haunting family secrets, including those of her own family, are unearthed as V.I. takes her investigation all the way to its frightening end. 

Putnam 

$26.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9780399155932 Penguin Group (USA)  

True Blue 

David Baldacci

Mason “Mace” Perry lost everything when she was kidnapped and framed for a crime. After two years in prison, Mace tries to rebuild her life and track down the ones who set her up.

Grand Central Publishing 

$27.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780446195515 Hachette Book Group USA 

$31.98 Abridged CD ISBN: 9781600247606 Hachette Audio

$44.98 Unabridged CD ISBN: 9781600247613 Hachette Audio

The Gathering Storm 

Robert Jordan and Brandon Sanderson 

Tarmon Gai’don, the Last Battle, looms before unready human-kind in book twelve of Robert Jordan’s bestselling Wheel of Time® series. 

Tor Books 

$29.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780765302304 Macmillan 

Nine Dragons 

Michael Connelly 

Detective Harry Bosch investigates the homicide of the Chinese owner of Fortune Liquors. Bosch soon identifies a suspect, a Los Angeles member of a Hong Kong triad. Before he can close in, he gets word that his daughter, who lives in Hong Kong, is missing. Could her disappearance and the case be connected? 

Little, Brown & Company 

$27.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780316166317 Hachette Book Group USA

$29.98 Abridged CD ISBN: 9781600247415 Hachette Audio

$39.98 Unabridged CD ISBN: 9781600247439 Hachette Audio
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The Remains of Company D

A Story of the Great War

James Carl Nelson

This compelling and heroic tale of battle is rooted in one man's search for his grandfather's legacy. It’s a rare and unique account of World War I that has never before been told, ­focusing on the soldiers from Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Kansas who belonged to Company D. Perfect for readers who enjoyed the scholarship of Ghost Soldiers by Hampton Sides, or Horse Soldiers by Doug Stanton. 

St. Martin’s Press

$25.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780312551001 

The Imperial Cruise

A True Story of Empire and War

James Bradley

In 1905, President Teddy Roosevelt sent Secretary of War William Howard Taft on the largest U.S. diplomatic mission in history. Roosevelt thought the secret agreements made by Taft would secure America’s westward push into the Pacific. Instead, they set the stage for World War II, the Chinese Communist Revolution and the Korean War. 

Little, Brown & Company

$29.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780316008952 Hachette Book Group USA

$39.98 Unabridged CD ISBN: 9781600243950 Hachette Audio

True Compass

A Memoir

Edward M. Kennedy

The late Edward M. Kennedy is widely regarded as one of the great senators in our history. For the first time, Senator Kennedy has told his personal story of his legendary family, politics, and his 50 years at the center of the nation’s events. Describing his life marked by tragedy and perseverance, he has written movingly of both the private and public events that shaped him. Five years in the making and written through his final courageous battle with cancer, True Compass is his inspiring legacy to readers and to posterity.

Grand Central Publishing

$35.00 Hardcover ISBN: 9780446539258 Hachette Book Group USA

$49.98 Unabridged CD ISBN: 9781600247545 Hachette Audio

I Am America 

(And So Can You!)

Stephen Colbert

Dictating directly into a microcassette recorder over a three-day weekend, Stephen shares his most deeply held knee-jerk beliefs on The American Family, Race, Religion, 

Sex, Sports, and many more topics. 

Grand Central Publishing

$15.99 Paperback ISBN: 9780446582186 Hachette Book Group USA

$24.98 Abridged CD ISBN: 9781600240362 Hachette Audio

Stones into Schools

Promoting Peace with Books, Not Bombs, in Afghanistan and Pakistan

Greg Mortenson and Mike Bryan

Greg Mortenson, author of the #1 bestseller Three Cups of Tea, continues the remarkable story of his determined, day-by-day humanitarian effort to promote peace through education in Afghanistan and Pakistan. He shares for the first time his broader vision to utilize education and literacy as the foundation of peace, as well as touching on military issues, Islam, and the role of women – all woven together with the many rich personal stories of the people involved in this two-decade humanitarian cause. 

Viking

$25.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9780670021154 Penguin Group (USA) 
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Prehistoric Life

The Definitive Visual Guide

DK Publishing 

With astonishing images of skeletons and fossils, this comprehensive visual encyclopedia explores dinosaurs, early man, and plant life in unparalleled detail. Artwork created using cutting-edge technology renders species in breathtaking full-color images. 

DK Publishing

$40.00 Hardcover ISBN: 9780756655730 Penguin Group (USA)

“As the subtitle says, this is the definitive visual guide to the ­history of our planet and life on Earth. Through full-color photographs and illustrations, as well as comprehensive but readable text, this marvelous book profiles everything from the earth's formation, to the plants and animals that once inhabited our planet, to the rise of humans. It truly is a spectacular journey through the history of life on Earth.”      

— Carla Ketner, Chapters Books & Gifts, Seward, NE

The Vikings Reader

Armand Peterson, Editor

From the early days of Fran Tarkenton to the rushing records of Adrian Peterson, from the bleachers of Met Stadium to the locker rooms of the Metrodome, The Vikings Reader revels in the plays that have brought generations of purple and gold fans to their feet—or left them groaning in their seats—and brings Vikings football to life for fans everywhere.

University of Minnesota Press 

$25.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9780816653379 Miller Trade Book Marketing 

“The inside scoop for Vikings fans. The things you always wanted to know. It’s the rest of the story ala Paul Harvey.”      

—Jay Kimble, Valley Bookseller, Stillwater, MN

Time Out Film Guide 2010

Editors of Time Out

This guide features 18,500 films reviewed from every area of world cinema over the last forty years and updated actors and directors indexes. 

TimeOut Guides  

$29.95 Paperback ISBN: 9781846701306 PGW

“The TimeOut Film Guide is a massive resource with an attitude. The reviewers pull no punches with their opinions. Whether you agree with them or not, this is a great guide to read, even if you don’t watch the movies. Highly recommended!.”      

—Jerry Bilek, Monkey See, Monkey Read, Northfield, MN

Ken Schultz’s Essentials of Fishing 

The Only Guide You Need to Catch Freshwater and Saltwater Fish

Ken Schultz

Here is an updated, fully-illustrated but concise version of internationally known expert Ken Schultz’s classic book on fishing. Schultz, a former editor of Field & Stream for three decades, compiles detailed information on all aspects of both freshwater and saltwater fishing, fish species and identification, equipment, and techniques. 

John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 

$40.00 Hardcover ISBN: 9780470444313

“The ultimate fishing guide. This book covers fresh and salt water fishing from start to finish. A must have for any fisherman!”      

—LaVon Sanger, Brown Street Books, Rhinelander, WI
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My Bread

The Revolutionary No-Work, No-Knead Method 

Jim Lahey with Rick Flaste 

Inspired by the ancient art of Italian bread making, Jim Lahey shares the fun of making his own, unique and inventive bread recipes with step-by-step instructions and full color photographs. 

W. W. Norton & Company 

$29.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9780393066302

“This is the  #1 memoir/cookbook for all cooks on your list this year. Lahey’s story as a bread baker is great reading, but you have to try these recipes. These are no knead, slow rise recipes that create incredible bread! Be sure to get a copy for yourself to have fun with this winter.”    

—Pat Worth, River Reader Bookstore, Lexington, MO

The Deluxe Food Lover’s Companion

Sharon Tyler Herbst and Ron Herbst

Based on Barron’s popular and authoritative The New Food Lover’s Companion, this enlarged and enhanced new reference volume was written for discerning home chefs and everybody else who wants to become more knowledgeable about good food and elegant dining. 

Barron’s Educational Series 

$29.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780764162411

Make It Fast, Cook It Slow 

The Big Book of Everyday Slow Cooking

Stephanie O’Dea

Make It Fast, Cook It Slow collects the recipes from O’Dea’s yearlong excursion into crockpottery, along with her beguiling commentary about how her dishes went over with her family. 

Hyperion

$19.99 Paperback ISBN: 9781401310042 

“This cookbook has great tasting recipes with easy directions and yummy ingredients! I’ve had Lap-Band so the recipes had excellent food choices for me. Since some recipes were gluten free, I didn’t have to make any changes to the menu.”    

—Christy Fuenfhausen, River Reader Bookstore, Lexington, MO

Never Trust a Thin Cook 

and Other Lessons from Italy’s Culinary Capital 

Eric Dregni

Minnesotan Eric Dregni moved to Modena, Italy “to live in the place with the best food in the world.” This book is a classic American abroad tale filled with adventure and very good food. 

University of Minnesota Press 

$22.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9780816667451Miller Trade Book Marketing

“Eric Dregni takes readers on a hilarious gastronomical jaunt through Italy. Each chapter entices you with its amusing heading and could stand alone as a short story. He wryly pokes fun at himself and also at the idiosyncracies of the Italians’ love affair with food and life itself.”    

—Linda Smith, Sister Wolf Books, Dorset, MN

The Illustrated Quick Cook

Time-Saving Tips, After-Work Recipes, Cheap Eats

Heather Whinney

Packed with recipes for every occasion, handy menu planners, photographic recipe choosers, cook’s notes, meals on a budget, and over 650 recipes, this is the perfect kitchen companion for cooks who want delicious food fast. 

DK Publishing 

$35.00 Hardcover ISBN: 9780756655778 Penguin Group (USA)

“The perfect cookbook for today’s busy families! Take the guess work out of healthy menu planning and speedy meal preparation or entertaining. It includes easy recipes, detailed schedules and simple variations. The mouth-watering photos of every ­completed dish give this ‘fast food’ cookbook added credibility.”    

—Ruth Block, St. Olaf Bookstore, Northfield, MN

The Silver Spoon: Pasta 

Editors of Phaidon

This ultimate book on Italian pasta contains 350 easy-to-make pasta recipes with tips, descriptions, and the perfect way to present pastas of all varieties. Another superb Phaidon cookbook! 

Phaidon Press, Inc.

$39.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9780714857268
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 Tristan Publishing – books with a message

heart on my sleeve     

Jodi Hills

heart on my sleeve is for everyone who believes “you are what you wear” and has the courage to include her heart in her wardrobe, knowing she will always have something beautiful to wear.

Tristan Publishing

$14.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9780931674877

“Jodi has done it again—the simple message every woman can relate to and the lively, colorful, original art work combine to make heart on my sleeve a great little gift book. Jodi’s style is truly unique. Her fans will welcome this new addition to her work.”   

—Kathleen Pohlig, Cherry Street Books, Alexandria, MN

Everything Happens for a Reason     

Warren Hanson

This book is for anyone who has asked the question “Why?” Hanson encourages readers to celebrate both the hoped for and the unexpected events of life. 

Tristan Publishing

$14.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9780931674853

Horses with a Mission

Extraordinary True Stories of Equine Service

Allen & Linda Anderson

Horses with a Mission is a collection of heartwarming and inspiring true stories that demonstrate acts of courage and heroism, feats of love and compassion, and the powerful link between horses and people. 

New World Library

$14.95 Paperback ISBN: 9781577316480 

“Heart-warming stories of horses being man’s best friend. For horse and animal lovers of all ages. A wonderful gift.”          

—Virginia Wock, R Books, Dickinson, ND

Everything I Need to Know I Learned from a Children’s Book

Life Lessons from Notable People from All Walks of Life

Edited by Anita Silvey  

In this attention-grabbing family gift book, more than 100 celebrities and public figures recall the instructing, illuminating, and inspiring lessons they have learned from children's books. 

Roaring Brook Press 

$29.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9781596433953 Macmillan Children’s Pub. Group

“If you’ve ever doubted that kids’ books can actually change lives, this book will vanquish every such thought. In lavish 2-page spreads, Everything I Need to Know tells us of the children’s books that shaped the lives of dozens of well-known people…the list is long and will keep you flipping the pages.”             

—Nancy Simpson, Book Vault, Oskaloosa, IA

The Glory of Angels

Edward Lucie-Smith

The Glory of Angels is a stunning collection that explores the role and importance of angels through illustrations, short stories, mythology, and inspiring accounts of those who have been visited by these sacred guardians. 

Collins Design

$35.00 Hardcover ISBN: 9780061787775 HarperCollins Publishers

The Gift of an Ordinary Day

A Mother’s Memoir

Katrina Kenison

Through her own story of midlife upheaval, the author of the beloved Mitten Strings for God invites mothers to rediscover the wonder of ordinary days with their families as they approach the “letting go” that comes with raising teenagers. 

Grand Central Publishing

$23.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780446409483 Hachette Book Group USA

$29.98 Unabridged CD ISBN: 9781600247330 Hachette Audio

Page 16 – celebrate the holidays!

The Christmas Almanac

Everything You Need for a Perfect Holiday!

Natasha Tabori Fried and Lena Tabori, Editors

The Christmas Almanac is the perfect guide for all your ­holiday needs with gift ideas to instructions about caring for your tree to the best concerts and festivals to attend. You’ll want to give this as a gift and keep a copy for yourself!  

Welcome Books 

$27.50 Hardcover ISBN: 9781599620695 Random House

“A treasure trove of Christmas traditions and great new ideas from across the nation and around the world, plus original gift ideas and where to get them. Recipes, songs, history and old fashioned illustrations make this the Christmas almanac of the century.”                       

—Virginia Wock, R Books, Dickinson, ND

Wishin’ and Hopin’

A Christmas Story

Wally Lamb

With his latest story, Wally Lamb, bestselling author of The Hour I First Believed, makes a turn toward lightheartedness and laughter. In a vein similar to Shepherd’s A Christmas Story and Sedaris’s The Santaland Diaries, Wishin’ and Hopin’ takes us back to 1964 and the world of parochial school 5th grader Felix Funicello, LBJ and Lady Bird, Meet the Beatles, and mistletoe. Propelling us back to the present at its end, this little book makes us ponder what we’ve lost and what we’ve gained in these last few decades. 

Harper

$19.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780061941009 HarperCollins Publishers

A Classic Christmas 

Spiritual Reflections, Timeless Literature, and Treasured Verse & Scripture

Creative Packager, Mark Gilroy

A Classic Christmas is an illustrated gift book, gathering classic spiritual reflections, literature, poetry, Bible passages, and music to celebrate the spirit of the Christmas season. 

HarperOne

$14.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780061893872 HarperCollins Publishers

The Fir-Tree

Lilli Carré and Hans Christian Andersen

Lilli Carré’s graphic adaptation of Hans Christian Andersen’s quirky Christmas tale about the life a young fir tree living in the woods beautifully revives and refreshes a lost classic. 

It Books 

$14.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780061782367 HarperCollins Publishers

A Kidnapped Santa Claus

Alex Robinson and L. Frank Baum

Graphic artist Alex Robinson enhances and lightly spoofs the action and menace in this classic Christmas tale by L. Frank Baum, author of The Wizard of Oz. 

It Books 

$14.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780061782404 HarperCollins Publishers

The Gift of the Magi

Joel Priddy and O. Henry

This graphic adaptation of O. Henry’s classic Christmas tale tells the story of the sacrifices a husband and wife make in order to get each other the perfect gift and the sweet irony of their dual generosity. 

It Books 

$14.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780061782398 HarperCollins Publishers

The Art of Disney’s A Christmas Carol

Diana Landau

Renowned director Robert Zemeckis has applied his signature stamp to this beloved tale and will be sharing it with audiences on November 6, 2009. This sumptuous hybrid “Making of/Art of” book will introduce readers to the world behind Zemeckis’s camera. 

Disney Editions

$35.00 Hardcover ISBN: 9781423121046 Disney Publishing Worldwide, Inc. 
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Hoppy Hanukkah!

Linda Glaser, Illustrated by Daniel Howarth

Linda Glaser’s simple, cozy story about two small bunnies excited about Hanukkah is just right for children first learning about this holiday. Mama and Papa teach young Violet and Simon how to celebrate Hanukkah by lighting one candle each night, and there are latkes and presents and a dreidel game, too! Ages 2-5. 

Albert Whitman & Company

$15.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780807533789 

The Nutcracker and the Mouse King

E. T. A. Hoffman, Illustrated by Gail deMarcken

Acclaimed local Minnesota illustrator deMarcken brings new life to the classic Nutcracker tale. Her stunning illustrations capture this spellbinding story of adventure, honor and family in a lavish book package perfect for holiday giving. Ages 4-8. 

Orchard Press

$18.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780545037730 Scholastic, Inc.

Disney Christmas Storybook Collection

A Treasury of Tales 

The magic of the Christmas season is brought to life with favorite Disney characters in the second edition of this popular title. Join Cinderella, Mickey Mouse, Ariel, Pinocchio, plus new stories with Nemo and the gang from Toy Story, and over a dozen more Disney characters in festive holiday tales. All ages. 

Disney Press

$15.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9781423110545 Disney Publishing Worldwide, Inc.

Merry Christmas, Splat

Rob Scotton

It’s the night before Christmas, and Splat wonders if he’s been a good enough cat this year to deserve a really big present. He stays awake hoping to see Santa, but when he misses him, Splat’s sure his Christmas has been ruined. How does Splat’s Christmas turn out? Read this hilarious picture book and see! Ages 3-7. 

HarperCollins Children’s Books 

$16.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780060831608 HarperCollins/PC

Jan Brett’s Snowy Treasury

Jan Brett

This gorgeous wintery anthology includes four of Jan Brett’s bestsellers: Gingerbread Baby, The Mitten, The Hat, and The Three Snow Bears. Authentic scenic and costume details from Switzerland, Ukraine, Denmark, and the Arctic enrich these lively tales. A perfect read-aloud volume for snowy winter nights by the fire! Ages 3-5. 

G. P. Putnam's Sons

$29.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780399254017 Penguin Young Readers Group
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In the Woods Children’s Picture Book Series

by Carl R. Sams II & Jean Stoick

Three New York Times Best Sellers!

Stranger in the Woods, Lost in the Woods, and First Snow in the Woods

Wildlife photography illustrates these 3 classics. Children of all ages will love the beautiful images and charming stories!

Carl R. Sams II Photography, Inc.

$19.95 ea. Hardcover SITW  9780967174808; LITW  9780967174884;  FSITW  9780977010868    

When Snowflakes Fall     New for 2009!  

This little board book, a spin-off of First Snow in the Woods, teaches what animals do when snowflakes fall. Perfect for little nature lovers. All ages.

Carl R. Sams II Photography, Inc.

$7.95 Board Book W9780977010899

 “What happens to the animals when snow falls in the woods? The amazing nature photos in this board book show warm burrows, long flights, and snowy frolicking. The woodland animals are endearing with bright, curious eyes, and the great gray owl with out-stretched wings is awesome.”  

—Ellen Davis, Dragonwings Bookstore, Waupaca, WI

Otis

Loren Long

When Otis is replaced with a big yellow tractor, he is cast away behind the barn, unnoticed…until a little calf gets stuck in Mud Pond. Then there is only one tractor who can come to the rescue! Ages 3-5. 

Philomel Books 

$17.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780399252488 Penguin Young Readers Group

“Move over, Mike Mulligan! Otis has the look and feel of a book that’s been around for generations. Beautifully illustrated and gently told, this charming new book tells the story of a little red tractor and his friendship with a little calf. When progress comes in the way of a huge, shiny yellow tractor, Otis is forced into retirement. But when the little calf gets into trouble, only Otis can save the day. There is not a single KAPOW, WHIZ, or CRUNCH, but this timeless tale is one kids will want to hear over and over again.”           

—Nancy Caffoe, Bookcase of Wayzata, Wayzata, MN

Carl’s Snowy Afternoon

Alexandra Day

Carl, everyone’s favorite Rottweiler, is back for a wintertime romp! Left at home with a babysitter, Carl and baby Madeleine escape for an afternoon of sledding and playing in the snow. All ages.

Farrar, Straus & Giroux

$12.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780374310868 Macmillan Children’s Publishing Group

“Carl is back! A childhood favorite returns in this winter wonderland adventure. From sledding to snowmen, tag along with Carl and his friends as they enjoy a mischievous afternoon in the snow. We want this babysitter’s job!” 

—Elizabeth Ellis and Lizz Mook, The Bookstore, Glen Ellyn, IL

Moose on the Loose

Kathy-jo Wargin, Illustrated by John Bendall-Brunello

What would you do with a moose on the loose? Would you chase him, or race him, or stand up to face him? Colorful comic illustrations highlight the hilarious animal antics in this rollicking, rhyming read-aloud picture book. Ages 4-8. 

Sleeping Bear Press 

$15.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9781585364275

“Home invasions are not funny–that is unless the invader is a moose who tries on your socks, scrubs up in your tub, and needs a kiss before snuggling into your bed for the night. Kathy-Jo Wargin’s silly story told in rhyme, enhanced by John Bendall-Brunello’s whimsical drawings won’t settle on your bookshelf for long…it is sure to be read again and again and…” 

—Bev Denor, LaDeDa Books & Beans, Manitowoc, WI
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Waddle!

Rufus Butler Seder

New, from the #1 New York Times bestselling author of Gallop! and Swing!, comes Waddle! This animals-in-motion Scanimation book, will inspire prancing, ­hopping, stomping, and scampering. Ages 3 and up. 

Workman Publishing Co.

$12.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9780761151128

Also available:

Swing!  $12.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9780761151272

Gallop!  $12.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9780761147633

When Stella Was Very, Very Small 

Marie-Louise Gay 

Kids will love this story of a very young Stella, whose world is full of small adventures and slivers of magic. Ages 2-5. 

Groundwood Books

$16.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9780888999061 

“A delightfully illustrated & clever explanation of growing up.”          

—Ellen Scott, The Bookworm, Omaha, NE

My Little Stella Library – Available December 1

Celebrating ten years of Stella and over 1 million copies sold, here are mini editions of the first four Stella stories. Ages 2-5. 

Groundwood Books

$18.95 Hardcover Boxed Set ISBN: 9780888999610

Princess Hyacinth

The Surprising Tale of a Girl Who Floated

Florence Parry Heide, Illustrated by Lane Smith 

Princess Hyacinth has a problem: she floats. Award winners Florence Parry Heide, creator of The Shrinking of Treehorn, and Lane Smith have created an unforgettable princess sure to charm and delight young readers. Ages 4-8. 

Schwartz & Wade 

$17.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780375845017 Random House Children’s Books

New Picture Books from Walt Disney!

Walt Disney’s Peter Pan 

Dave Barry, Ridley Pearson, Illustrated by Mary Blair

Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson take a fresh look at Peter Pan as only they can. Created for the animated film, Mary Blair’s illustrations helped to define the look of this Walt Disney classic and bring all the magic of Never Land to life. All ages. 

Disney Press 

$16.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9781423113232 Disney Publishing Worldwide, Inc. 

Walt Disney’s Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 

Cynthia Rylant, Illustrated by Gustaf Tenggren

Mirror, mirror on the wall…. Everyone’s favorite classic fairy tale, wonderfully illustrated. All ages. 

Disney Press 

$16.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9781423118619 Disney Publishing Worldwide, Inc. 

Dewey

There’s a Cat in the Library

Vicki Myron and Bret Witter, Illustrated by Steve James

When librarian Vicki Myron finds a kitten abandoned in the Spencer Library return box, she decides Dewey Readmore Books will be their library cat. Dewey loves his new home and realizes that helping people is what he is meant to do. Ages 3-6. 

Little, Brown & Company 

$16.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780316068741 Hachette Book Group USA 
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One Kansas Farmer

A Kansas Number Book

Devin and Corey Scillian, Illustrated by Doug Bowles 

One Kansas Farmer: A Kansas Number Book is the companion title to S is for Sunflower: A Kansas Alphabet. Playful rhymes encourage counting and math concepts, and the sidebar text provides older readers with Kansas history, geography, inventions and more. Ages 6-10. 

Sleeping Bear Press 

$16.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9781585361823

Alphabeasties and Other Amazing Types

Sharon Werner and Sara Forss

From an alligator made of aaa’s to a zebra made of zzz’s, the alphabeasties in this book are ingeniously built out of multiple typefaces. Created by Sharon Werner and Sarah Forss at Werner Design Werks, in St. Paul, MN. Special die-cut fold-out pages. Ages 4 & up. 

Blue Apple Books

$19.95 Paperback ISBN: 978-1-934706-78-7 Chronicle Books

Charley Harper Memory Game

Charley Harper

This is a delightful game for all ages featuring Charley Harper’s graphics and colorful illustrations. This classic game can be played with nine pairs or less for younger children or with all 36 pairs for a more challenging game for older children. All ages. 

Ammo Books 

$14.95 Hardcover ISBN: 9781934429266 Ingram Publisher’s Services 

Bestselling board books also available:

Charley Harper ABCs (Skinny Version)

Charley Harper 123s (Skinny Version)

$9.95 each Board book  ABCs ISBN: 9781934429211 123s ISBN: 9781934429228 

Open Me Up

Stuff You Need to Know About the Body 

DK Publishing

Learn about the discovery of penicillin from a graphic novel, see how the heart works via its social networking page, and watch white blood cells zap invaders in a video-game in this dynamic and informative book about what goes on in our insides. Ages 10 & up. 

DK Publishing  

$24.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780756655327 Penguin Group (USA)

“A visual adventure encompassing your body’s framework & functions including diseases and environment’s effect on it. An enticing reference for the generation of today’s young people.”

—Joan Belongia, Brown Street Books, Rhinelander WI

109 Forgotten American Heroes

Chris Ying and Brian McMullen

Produced in collaboration with McSweeney’s, this unique history book looks at 109 forgotten American heroes—from activists, politicians, ordinary citizens, even pets and inanimate objects—that have all played a role in who we are as a nation. Ages 11 & up. 

DK Publishing   

$19.99 Hardcover  ISBN: 9780756654054 Penguin Group (USA) 

“The editors of McSweeney’s literary magazine and DK Publishing (one of the best in kids nonfiction) bring us 109 Forgotten American Heroes. This is a fun, zany presentation of history targeted for kids 11+, but I think you’ll find your whole family reading bits aloud to each other.”                        

—Jennifer Wills Geraedts, Beagle Books, Park Rapids, MN
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Return to the Hundred Acre Wood

David Benedictus, Illustrated by Mark Burgess

in the tradition of A.A. Milne & Ernest H. Shepard

It was eighty years ago, on the publication of The House at Pooh Corner, when Christopher Robin said good-bye to Winnie-the-Pooh and his friends in the Hundred Acre Wood. Now they are all back together in new adventures. Children, parents, and grandparents alike will want to read about Pooh and all their favorite characters! All ages. 

Dutton Children's Books 

$19.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780525421603 Penguin Young Readers Group

Savvy

Ingrid Law

Thirteen is when a Beaumont’s savvy hits—and with one brother who causes hurricanes and another who creates electricity, Mibs Beaumont is eager to see what she gets. But just before the 

big day, Poppa is in a terrible accident. And now all Mibs wants is a savvy that will save him. Ages 8-12. 

Dial Books for Young Readers

2009 Midwest Booksellers’ Choice Honor Book 

$16.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780803733060 Penguin Young Readers Group

“Savvy touches the imaginations of young and old. What child (and those who once were) doesn’t imagine how amazing things could be if wild, fantastic events could happen? Savvy tells us, if we listen, that each of us has a savvy, or a special something we are good at.” 

—Judy Schultz, The Book Mark at Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter, MN

Julie Andrews’ Collection of Poems, Songs, and Lullabies

Selected by Julie Andrews and Emma Walton Hamilton, Paintings by James McMullan

This beautifully illustrated anthology features nearly 150 poetry and song selections, with some special poems written and read aloud on the enclosed CD by Andrews and Hamilton. Andrews also includes personal stories and anecdotes throughout the ­collection. A perfect keepsake your family will cherish. All ages.

Little, Brown & Company Books for Young Readers 

$24.99 Hardcover and CD ISBN: 9780316040495 Hachette Book Group USA 

Million-Dollar Throw

Mike Lupica

Nate Brodie is nicknamed “Brady” not only for his arm, but also because he’s the biggest Tom Brady fan. He saves up to buy an autographed football and wins the chance to throw a pass through a target at a Patriots game for one million dollars. Ages 10 & up. 

Philomel Books

$17.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780399246265 Penguin Young Readers Group

Peter and the Sword of Mercy 

Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson

James, one of Peter’s original Lost Boys, is now working for Scotland Yard and suspects that the heir to England’s throne is under the influence of shadow creatures. These shadow creatures are determined to find a secret cache of starstuff which is hidden in an underground vault that has only one key: the Sword of Mercy. Ages 10 & up. Disney-Hyperion 

$18.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9781423121343 Disney Publishing Worldwide, Inc.
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Shiver

Maggie Stiefvater

From a talented young writer comes a love story with a chilling twist. Set in Minnesota, this compelling young adult novel reveals the mysterious attraction between Sam and Grace, whom he rescued years earlier from a wolf attack. What’s Sam’s secret? Read Shiver and find out! Ages 14 & up. 

Scholastic Press

$17.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780545123266 Scholastic, Inc.

“It’s love at first sight for Grace and Sam, but not at all in the ­traditional sense. Sam leads a double life and Grace is irresistibly drawn to him. Perfect for fans of the Twilight series! ” 

—Vicki Erwin, Main Street Books, Charles MO

The Everafter

Amy Huntley

A haunting and hopeful debut novel for teens in the vein of The Lovely Bones. Maddy Stanton is dead and alone, accompanied only by the objects she lost when alive. With these, she revisits moments from her life and learns illuminating and frightening things about her life and death. Ages 12 & up.

Balzer + Bray 

$16.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780061776793 HarperCollins Children’s Books

Fire

Kristin Cashore

In the much-anticipated companion to Graceling, the young King Nash is clinging to the throne. War is coming, and the mountains and forest are filled with spies. This is where Fire lives, a girl who can control the minds of everyone around her. 

Ages 14 & up. 

Dial Books for Young Readers

$17.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780803734616 Penguin Young Readers Group

Front and Center

Catherine Gilbert Murdock 

After five months of sheer, absolute craziness, D.J. is going back to being in the background. But it turns out that other folks, like her coach, have big plans for D.J. Ages 12 & up. 

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 

$16.00 Hardcover ISBN: 9780618959822 Houghton Mifflin

“This is the third and final book in the trilogy started with Dairy Queen and continued in The Off Season. This time D.J. Schwenk spends her junior year in high school dealing with basketball, boys and the Big Ten, not necessarily in that order! It’s fun to watch D.J. during her junior year and how she perseveres over her various challenges and develops the courage to make difficult decisions. It's too bad it's the end of the trilogy, I’d like to see how D.J. deals with the future she has chosen!” 

—Carl Wichman, NDSU Bookstore, Fargo, ND

The Maze Runner

James Dashner

When Thomas wakes up in the Glade, he is surrounded by other boys who, like him, can only remember their first names. The unexpected arrival of a girl with a surprising message compels Thomas and his companions to risk their lives, unlock the secrets buried deep in their minds, and escape the maze. Ages 12 & up. 

Delacorte Press 

$16.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780385737944 Random House Children’s Books
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fiction winner

The Story of Edgar Sawtelle

A Novel

David Wroblewski

Born mute, speaking only in signs, Edgar Sawtelle leads an idyllic life with his parents on their farm in northern Wisconsin. But with the unexpected return of Claude, Edgar’s paternal uncle, turmoil consumes the Sawtelles’ once peaceful home. 

Ecco

$16.99 Paperback ISBN: 9780061374234 HarperCollins

“When Edgar’s father suddenly dies an unwanted Uncle forces his desires onto the Sawtelle farm and the boy’s mother. Edgar escapes into the wilds surviving by befriending his only allies, a small pack of dogs. As Edgar comes of age among his new dog family, he realizes his destiny is to return to face his uncle. It’s a great read, and I loved the setting: the great northern wilds of Wisconsin!”      

—Scott Fultz Next Chapter Bookshop, Mequon WI

non-fiction winner

Coop: A Year of Poultry, Pigs, and Parenting

Michael Perry

Whether describing his family or what it’s like to be bitten in the butt while wrestling a pig, Coop is filled with the humor Perry’s readers have come to expect. 

Harper 

$25.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780061240430 HarperCollins

“In his fourth book of creative non-fiction entitled Coop: A Year of Poultry, Pigs, and Parenting, Michael Perry affirms the goodness and ridiculousness of modern life. Whether he is wrestling pigs or moon gazing in winter, Perry melts the icy chill off our hearts and make us snort with laughter. His honest observations detail the wonder and burden of farm life. If ever there were 

a book of pigs, parent and poultry to read, Coop is it.”      

—Sarah Bagby, Watermark Books & Cafe, Wichita, KS  

poetry winner

Swimming with a Hundred Year Old Snapping Turtle

Poems by Freya Manfred 

Freya Manfred 

In straightforward, agile language, Freya Manfred’s poetry explores the intimacy between self and nature.

Red Dragonfly Press 

$15.00 Paperback ISBN: 9781890193768 

“These strong poems confront both beauty and loss in straightforward language that inspires with its clarity. Manfred is a close and wise observer of the natural world and the human heart.”      

—Tripp Ryder, Carleton College Bookstore, Northfield, MN

children’s literature winner

The Graveyard Book

Neil Gaiman, Illustrated by Dave McKean 

Nobody Owens would be a normal boy if he didn’t live in a graveyard and wasn’t raised and educated by ghosts. Magical, terrifying, and filled with breathtaking adventures, The Graveyard Book is sure to enthrall readers of all ages. Ages 12 & up. 

HarperCollins Children’s Books 

$17.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780060530921 

$29.95 Unabridged CD ISBN: 9780061551895   

“Contrary to the popular thought that it takes a village to raise a child, Gaiman shows us that it actually takes a GRAVEYARD! With the unusual name of Nobody Owens, a homeless lad is shown the ropes of graveyard living through all sorts of dangerous and bewitching adventures. Great for pre-teens, teens, and adults.” 

—Nancy Simpson, Book Vault, Oskaloosa, IA

children’s picture book winner

Louise, The Adventures of a Chicken

Kate DiCamillo, Illustrated by Harry Bliss

Louise is a chicken who longed for adventure. This is the story of the pleasures and perils of Louise’s adventures when she left her home and ventured out into the wide world. Ages 4-8. 

Joanna Cotler Books

$17.99 Hardcover ISBN: 9780060755546 HarperCollins

“Louise is one adventurous woman—a chick who knows her own mind. What she wants is adventure!! Told in chapters as a longer picture book with wonderful illustrations by Harry Bliss, this is truly a grand read aloud about a chicken who returns home regularly but then looks around again for her next great journey.”            

—Ellen Scott, The Bookworm, Omaha, Nebraska

