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Out of the Northwoods traces the origin of the Paul Bunyan tales to Wisconsin logging camps, 
follows Bunyan as he is transformed into a kids hero and media icon; original Bunyan tales 
included. 
 

• Tells the real story of this American icon—complete with greed, thefts, lies, and hoaxes 
• Presents the culture of 19th century lumberjacks in their own words 
• Lists Bunyan tales by both source and author 
• Includes more than 100 original Bunyan tales 
• Bunyan is one of the most widely recognized icons in American folklore 
• An entertaining history and authoritative reference on Paul Bunyan – in the same book! 
• Includes some never-before-published Bunyan tales. 

 
HOW DOES THIS BOOK COMPARE TO OTHERS IN THE GENRE? 

• Tells how tales moved from logging camps into print 
• First book to look at Bunyan’s Wisconsin roots 
• Out of the Northwoods is the authoritative research book on Paul Bunyan 

 
“Long left for dead by folklorists as the largely fake creation of timber industry ad men and 
bombastic fiction writers, the real Paul Bunyan of lumber camp storytelling lives through 
Michael Edmond's superbly researched, richly illustrated, and engagingly written study.  The last 
and best word on Bunyan!” 
—James P. Leary, Professor and Director of the Folklore Program, 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
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