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Friendly Fire
A.B. Yehoshua, trans. from the Hebrew by
Stuart Schoffman. Harcourt, $26 (400p)
ISBN 978-0-15-101419-4

Celebrated Israeli novelist Yehoshua
(A Woman in Jesusalem) explores the power
of grief and bitterness in a blunt drama
studded with political, historical and reli-
gious significance. In Tel Aviv, 60-yeas-
old Amotz Ya'ari is separated for a week
from his wife Daniela when she flies to
Tanzania to mourn her dead sister, Shuli,
and visit with brother-in-law Yirmi. Soon
after Daniela arrives in Tanzania, where
Yirmi works for a team of archeologists at
an excavation, it becomes apparent that
another death-—that of Yirmi and Shuli’s
son, an Israeli soldier who was killed by
friendly fire seven years before the novel
begins—precccupies the family. Back in
Tel Aviv, Amotz, both professionally and
personally, shows himself to be 2 compas-
sionate and deeply moral man—a striking
counterpoint to his self-centered wife.
The scenes at Yirmi’s dig are lit with hope
for Africa’s future, though the narration
can be naive about the continent’s present
and tends to caricaturize Daniela. In con-
trast, Yehoshua's descriptions of life in Is-
rael are full and revelatory, and his de-
spairing view of entrenched resentments
becomes a stirring plea for empathy and
rationality. (Now.)
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The Journey .
H.G. Adlet, trans. from the German by
Petet Filkins. Random, $26 (320p)
ISBN 978-1-4000-6673-5

In this ambitious and challenging re-
discovery, originally published in 1962,
Adler (1910-1988) relates the tragic tale
of the Lustig family—doctor Leopold; his
wife, Caroline; their children, Zerlina and
Paul; and Caroline’s sister, Ida—who are
sent to the walled city of Ruhenthal after
authorities label them “forbidden.” Tak-
ing place during an unspéciﬁed period of
war and genocide, the story is based on
Adler’s experiences at Theresienstadt, a

David Rbodes returns after 30 years with the ex-
pansive and affecting Driftless (review, p. 30).

labor camp whete he was imprisoned for
two and a half years during WWIIL An
unidentified narrator reports the Lustigs’
struggles in a stream-of-consciousness
style, diverging frequently into the lives
of others, among them Johann, a street
sweeper, and Balthazar, a reporter. At-
tempting to reproduce authentically the
characters’ nightmarish disorjentation,
Adler’s narrative style is aggressively ab-
stract—constantly shifting subjects and
setting in a convoluted sense of time and
sequence. It’s a difficult, admirable un-
dertaking, for fans of experimental fic-
tion, but many readers will find its struc-
ture frustrating and inaccessible. (Nou.)
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Texas Sunrise
Elmer Kelton. Forge, $24.95 (368p) ISBN
978-0-7653-2064-3

The latest from prolific Texan novelist
Kelton (Hard Trail to Follow) is really two
novels, both concerning the Texas revolu-
tion against Mexico as witnessed by two
young brothers, Joshua and Thomas
Buckalew. In the first book, “Massacre at
Goliad,” the Buckalews’ dream of adven-
ture and free land is dispelled by the
harsh reality of the West: hard work, In-
dians, bandits and the simmering cultur-
al, racial and political animosity between
Americans and Mexicans. When violence
finally breaks out, the boys miss the
slaughter at the Alamo only to be caught
up in the massacre of Texan prisoners at
Goliad. Only one brother survives, going
on to avenge Goliad at the Battle of San
Jacinto. In “After the Bugles,” the surviv-
ing brother returns home to rebuild his
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ranch and his life, but must contend with
cheating opportunists, murderous outlaws
and deadly Comanche attacks, as well as
growing Texan racism against his Mexi-
can friends and neighbors. As with all of
Kelton’s westerns, characters are colorful
and well drawn, the action is fast and
bloody, and the plotting carefully thought
out, making this another supercharged
yarn. (Now,) .
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The Seine Was Red:
Paris, October 1961
Leila Sebbar, trans. from the French by
Mildred Mortimer. Indiana Univ., $45 (144p)
ISBN 978-0-253-35246-0; $17.95 paper
ISBN 978-0-253-22023-3

First published in France in 1999,
Sebbar’s political novel is a significant,
self-conscious attempt to shatter the offi-
cial silence surrounding the October 17,
1961, Algerian demonstration in Paris
that ended in bloodshed. Sebbar (So/dazs)
sets her novel in contemporary Paris
among several Algerian-French families
whose elders lived through the events of
that fateful day, ‘when violence broke out
and demonstrators were beaten, thrown
into the Seine, imprisoned (and in some
cases deported) by the police. Amel, 2
young Nanterre University student, is the
granddaughter of Algerian immigrants
who spent a stretch in La Santé prison for
subversive acts. When the curious teenag-

. er finally learns the truth about her

grandparents, it's ina documentary film
made by her childhood friend, Louis,
about La Santé’s role in the Algerian war
for independence. Inspired, Amel and 2
new acquaintance, an Algerian newspaper
correspondent, undertake a pilgrimage to
various sites in Paris that played impor-
tant parts in the fight for independence .
While Sebbar’s method is sketchy and
pointed, the cumulative effect of Amel's
quest to unearth the truth proves moving
and cathartic. (Nov.)
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Testimony :

Anita Shreve, Little, Brown, $25.99 (320p)
ISBN 978-0-316-05986-2 '

Shreve’s novels (Body Surfing; The
Weight of Water) benefit from propulsive
plots, and her mixed latest, with its time-
ly theme of debauchery among children of
privilege, does not lack in this regard.
The first paragraph foreshadows a tragedy
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powet of attorney in Jonah's inheritance.
Although Reverend Tusker hopes Jonah
will marry Clementine Pinkston, a saintly
young woman from the church choit, Jo-
nah takes up with an exotic dancer/prosti-
tute, Babycakes, and hopes to help
straighten out her life. Jonah’s internal
struggle to do what’s right is undermined
by the other characters’ mercenary manip-
ulation of the young man. Everyone has
an angle and a plan, it seems, for Jonah's
money. The novel is framed as a “true ac-
count” of poor sin-ridden Jonah’s exploits
. and is a mishmash of experimental writ-

ing, camp, coming-of-age and social com-
mentary. It can be both frustrating and
invigorating on the same page; readers
into edgier, out-there work will want to,
take a look. (Oct.)
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Bloodstorm
Sam Millar. Brandon (Dufour, dist.), $25.95
paper (223p) ISBN 978-0-86322-375-4

At the start of this powerful first of a
new crime series from Irish author Millar
(Dark Souls), wild dogs finish off a battered
gang-rape victim, left for dead in a unused
quatry outside Belfast one summer day in
1978. Decades later, someone is picking off
the men responsible for this outrage. At
the behest of a shadowy employer, PI Karl
Kane investigates the death of one of the
rapists, whose body turns up in the city’s
Botanic Gardens. Flashbacks to the 1960s,
when a young boy witnessed his mother’s
murder and narrowly escaped death at her

; killer’s hands, help build suspense as their

relevance to the present-day murders slow-

. ly and chillingly comes into focus. Millar

adds police cofruption to the mix to make

‘ : Kane’s search for the truth even more trou-

; blesome. While some minor plot elements

; may strike readers as contrived (e.g., the

; escape of some wild pigs leads to signifi-

' cant evidence), the consistently tongh
prose should help gain Millar fans in the
U.S. with a taste for the hard-boiled. (Ocz.)
H ¥ F BE E BE R ¥ E EERESR H
Another Mother’s Life .
: Rowan Coleman. Pocket, $15 paper (416p)
{ ISBN 978-1-4165-8302-8 ~

i ‘ Coleman explores in her underwhelm-
ing second novel (after The Accidental
Mother) the loﬁg-terrn repercussions of
rash, romantic and destructive decisions
made in mercurial youth. Growing up,

H outgoing, attractive Alison James and in-

troverted beauty-who-doesn’t-know-it
Catherine Ashley were inseparable in the
way that only teenage girls can be. That
is, until 17-year-old Alison, in 2 moment
of youthful passion, runs off with Cathe-
rine’s boyfriend, Marc, leaving an emo-
tionally scarred Catherine and a bad repu-
tation in her wake. Sixteen years later, Al-
ison and Matc—now married—move back
to the girls’ hometown, forcing Alison
and Catherine to finally confront their
pasts and one other. The book’s concept is
promising, but clunky dialogue detracts,
and the many passages of introspection

. grow tiresome, repetitive and melodra-

matic. It's like listening to a romantically
inept friend recount the latest relation-
ship woés: it's amusing enough, but after
a while you'd like to change the subject.
(Oct.)
B EE®ESEBEBES®EBSRBER
The Theory of Light and Matter
Andrew Porter. Univ. of Georgia, $24.95
(178p) ISBN 978-0-8203-3209-3

‘The narrators of Porter's Flannery
O’Connor Award—winning collection
tend to be young and clear-eyed beyond
their years as they give voice to the se-
crets—family, their own—that haunt
them. In the opening story, “Hole,” the
narrator ruminates on the loss of a child-
hood friend and the slippery nature of
guilt, memory and truth. In “Storms,” a
young man considers his relationship
with a troubled sister, who abandoned her
fiancé in Spain without a passport or
money. The narrator of “River Dog” won-
ders if he should or could hate his brother
for the things he did to other people, and
for what they did to his brother. In the ti-
tle story, a young woman ponders the na-
ture of a May/December romance. If the
events and sectets of these characters’
pasts have not overtaken their lives, then
their reverbefations still threaten to cor-
rupt the yeats yet to come. Throughout,
Porter shows how love and pain often
come hand in hand. (Oct.)
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Cain’s Version
Frank Durham. lroquois (Ingram, dist.),
$13.99 paper (320p) ISBN 978-1-59652-501-6

In his complex, mystical debut novel,
Frank Durham concocts a post-Edenic
yarn set in a small laid-back town in cen-
tral Louisiana. Lindy Caton, 42, divorces
her itinerant preacher husband who slept
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with men and gets herself involved with
three "half-crazy” old ladies in Acheron—
Seelah, Adhah and Uhwa— raising a
truck garden. The old ladies tell vivid Bi-
ble stories, while Lindy mulls over the
fate of her mother, “Sunshine” Caton, who
took off with a neighbor years before.
Turns out the eldest old woman, Uhwa, is
actually the biblical Eve who arrived with
her sisters after an epic flood to live in
modern Acheron. The sisters were rescued
from the deluge by Cain, who has wan-
dered the earth yearning to make peace
with his mother over slaying his brother,
Abel. Durham draws parallels between
Sunshine’s reckless flight to Wyoming
and Cain’s roving that help to inform Lin-
dy’s quest to understand the past. Cain’s
sections, however (particularly his over-
wrought quest for his mother’s pardon),
are told in a stilted prose that slows the
story’s pace and compromises its accessi-
bility in an otherwise inventive first nov-
el. (Oct.)
m B EEEHREEDEBEAR
Driftless
David Rhodes, Milkweed, $24 (416p)
ISBN 978-1-57131-059-0

After a 30-year absence from publish-
ing due to a motorcycle accident that left
him paralyzed, Rhodes is back with a
novel featuring July Montgomery, the
hero of his 1975 novel, Rock Island Line,
which movingly involves him with the
fates of several characters who live in the
small town of Words, Wis. Through July,
we meet Olivia Brasso, an invalid who
loses her family’s savings at a casino; pa-
rolee Wade Armbuster, who befriends Ol-
ivia after she is mugged; Winifred Smith,
Olivia’s new pastor; Jacob Helm, a wid-
owet who finds himself falling in love
with Winnie; Gail Shotwell, a local musi-
cian who has an unusual reaction when
her ido! offets to record one of her songs;
and Gail’s brother, Grahm, and his wife,
Cora, who blow the whistle on the milk
cooperative that has been cheating them
and other farmers. It takes a while for all
these stories to kick in, but once they do,
Rhodes shows he still knows how to keep
readers riveted. Add a blizzard, a maraud-
ing cougar and some rabble-rousing mili-
tiamen, and the result is a novel that is as
affecting as it is pleasantly overstuffed.
(Oct.) '
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