“The "Mighty Mississippi" has lured writers and adventurers throughout our history, but Mary Motris
earns her place in their top ranks with THE RIVER QUEEN. Her journey downstream, fueled by
memories of her father's river tales, is a trip in search of herself in time and place. And quite an expedition
it turns out to be! Morris's wry humor, emotional honesty, and skill at telling a great story make this an
unforgettable memoir.” -- Chris Livingston, The Book Shelf, Winona, MN
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A beautifully written, and poignant tale of a

journey that transforms a life

In the fall of 2005, Mary Morris, acclaimed travel writer and recipient of
The Rome Prize in Literature, set off down the Mississippi in a battered old
houseboat called the River Queen in an attempt to come to terms with the
anxiety caused by her father’s death, her daughter moving out, and her
encroaching middle-age.

The River Queen is Mottis’s account of this adventure, in which she

lives like a pirate, survives a tornado, learns to pilot her beloved boat and swims
in rough currents. Along the way, she reconnects to her past and to her late
father’s mysterious life, encounters a cast of colorful characters, and recounts
snatches of the river’s history. In documenting this deeply personal and
transformative odyssey, Morris has come away with her best book, a
bittersweet travel tale told in the very real voice of a smart, sad, funny, gutsy,
and absolutely appealing woman whom you will never forget.

Mary Morris is the author of three other travel memoirs: Nothing to Declare:
Memoirs of a Woman Traveling Alone, Wall to Wall, and Angels and Aliens. She is
also the author of six novels and three collections of short stories. Morris is
on the faculty of Sarah Lawrence College where she teaches creative writing.
She lives in Brooklyn with her husband and daughter.
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