
“In Shelter Half, Carol Bly has given us a work of art and 
wit and spiritual vigor. As in her short stories, she brings 
her Minnesota world to life in the names of places and 
people, in the resolutely nice, optimistic rhythms of their 
speech, and the sad distant sense of the land. Her people 
are endowed by their creator with the dignity of choice, 
and the choices they face here are charged with the 
possibilities of moral heroism and tragic moral collapse, 
and, occasionally, a kind of hilarious moral farce. 
Whether we live in Minnesota, New York, or Kentucky, 
we recognize this world—it is our own.”       

Tobias Wol� , author of Old School
 
“Carol Bly writes with compassion, rich detail, and sly 
humor about a collection of quirky characters who just 
might comprise our own community. She invites the 
reader on a pilgrimage to explore the moral workings 
of a collection of saints and sinners. With the kind 
of large intelligence that outdistances most writers 
today, Bly examines the customs and internecine 
plots of small town life, her ear perfectly attuned to 
the down-home speech and wry wit of her people. 
A lifetime of hard fought and hard won wisdom 
surfaces on every page, and I can’t imagine anyone 
being unmoved by the reading of it. � is novel is 
going to be the book you give, the book you keep, 
and the book you treasure because you’ll never 
see its like again.”    

Jonis Agee, author of � e River Wife
 

Nationally-known Minnesota author 
Carol Bly’s � rst and only novel—

a masterpiece set in northern Minnesota.


