
 

Spike Carlsen is the former Executive Editor of The Family 
Handyman magazine where he wrote hundreds of articles on 
home improvement and oversaw the creation of dozens of 
books including the revised Readers Digest, Complete Do-It-
Yourself Manual.  He currently writes “Ask Spike” for Backyard 
Living magazine.  He and his wife Kat have five children and 
live in Stillwater, Minnesota. 

“Carlsen gives readers a solid history of 
wood as he travels the world, analyzing the 
vast number of uses of a mundane natural 
resource. In doing so, Carlsen also uncovers 
the wide variety of personalities that work 
with wood every day, from the chainsaw 
artist…to the blind cabinetmaker who ‘can 
see things with [his] fingers that you may not 
see with your eyes.’ [An] engaging and 
exhaustively researched work.” 

—Publishers Weekly
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