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BETSY-TACY 
By Maud Hart Lovelace  

 
Introduction 

Around 1897, in Mankato, Minnesota, Maud Hart Lovelace met two girls — Bick Kenney and Midge 
Gerlach. The three soon formed a trio that would be inseparable in their youth and remain friendly 
throughout their adult lives. Many years later, Maud told her daughter, Merian, bedtime stories 
about her girlhood adventures with Bick and Midge. Soon, she developed these tales into a popular 
series of books that was first published in the 1940s. Mankato was transformed into Deep Valley, 
Minnesota, around the turn of the 20th century. Maud became friendly storyteller Betsy Ray, Bick 
became shy, redheaded Tacy Kelly, and Midge became the practical, yet fun-loving, Tib Muller. 

The series begins with a fast friendship between Betsy and Tacy, who soon enjoy such fun as 
picnics on the bench on the Big Hill and dressing up and calling on neighbors. When Tib moves into 
the chocolate-colored house nearby, she quickly becomes Betsy and Tacy’s other best friend. Many 
of their fictional adventures are based on Maud’s real experiences with Bick and Midge. 

As they grow older, Betsy’s, Tacy’s, and Tib’s world grows larger. They climb over the Big Hill that 
had always seemed so high and enjoy such downtown delights as riding in horseless carriages and 
going to the theater. High-school introduces them to a new social life, and many members of their 
Crowd are also based on real people in Maud’s life. 

Even though the Betsy-Tacy books were written so long ago, timeless themes of friendship, family, 
and love continue to teach us about our past and what we dream for our future. And they remain the 
perfect bedtime stories to be shared by a mother and a daughter. The discussion topics, suggested 
reading list, and author biography in this reading group guide are intended to spark discussion 
about the wonderful characters and stirring adventures in this enchanting series. 

Discussion Questions 

1. Betsy, Tacy, and Tib spend a lot of time together. They hike up the Big Hill, make up 
stories, and go to dances together. Which of their adventures sound like fun to both of you? 
Mothers, what do you like to do with your best friends now? What did you used to love 
doing when you were younger? Share your childhood adventures with your daughter. Ask 
her what her favorite activities with her friends are: playing a certain game, watching a 
movie together, drawing, acting, etc. 



2. Betsy, Tacy, and Tib form the TCKC club in elementary school, and the Okto Delta sorority 
as high-school juniors. What do they do in each of these clubs? Why do they decide to end 
the Okto Delta sorority? Have either of you ever been in a club? If so, what are some of 
your memories of it? Did you enjoy it? If not, is there a reason you haven’t joined a club? 
What sounds appealing about clubs? . 

3. Betsy, Tacy, and Tib begin some traditions among themselves, as well as sharing in family 
traditions. For instance, Betsy and Tacy sing the Cat Duet at the school recital every year, 
and the Rays’ Sunday Night Lunch is a tradition that draws many of Betsy’s high-school 
friends. What are some of the other traditions in the Betsy-Tacy books? What are some 
traditions that you and your family and friends have? Are there any you’d like to start? . 

4. The mothers of Betsy, Tacy, and Tib are all different. What do you think about how the 
mothers and daughters act with each other in the series? How are Mrs. Ray, Mrs. Kelly, 
and Mrs. Muller different? What do you like about them? Do they do some of the same 
things that your mother does or did? Tell each other what you like and sometimes find 
frustrating about your mother. . 

5. Maud Hart Lovelace based the Betsy-Tacy series on people from her life and experiences 
that she had. You can learn about some of the actual events and people from her life that 
appear in the books by reading the biographical section at the end of the books and looking 
at the pictures. Does reading about these people or places change what you think of the 
books? Which of these details do you find most interesting? If you were to write a book, 
which people, places, or experiences from your own life might you include? . 

6. In elementary school, Betsy, Tacy, and Tib loved to climb the Big Hill, and in high-school 
the Crowd spends much time at the ice cream parlor. Where are some of the other places 
the characters spend a lot of time? What was it about each of these places that continued 
to draw the characters back? What are some of your favorite places to go? What do each of 
you enjoy doing at these places? Do others accompany you? . 

7. Throughout the series, the characters witness many changes. Horse-drawn carriages are 
the primary mode of transportation at the beginning of the series. By the end, Betsy and her 
high-school friends are driving around in an automobile. What are some of the other 
inventions and changes that Betsy, Tacy, and Tib live through? How do those changes 
affect their lives? What are some objects that have been invented or become popular since 
both of you were born? What are some historical events that you have lived through? How 
do you think they have made you different? . 

8. Betsy spends a lot of time telling stories, and then writing them. She even sends some 
away to magazines. Do either of you enjoy writing or telling stories? If so, what are some 
that you are proud of, or that you have particularly enjoyed? If not, how do you prefer to 
share things with others? . 

9. When Margaret is born, Betsy gets upset because she isn’t the baby of the family anymore. 
She also gets made when Julia tries to be the Queen of Summer. Other times, the Ray 
sisters get along famously. Hat are some of the situations in which Betsy and her sisters 
see things differently? What are some happy times they have together? If you have 
siblings, how do you act with them? If not, what are some things you like and don’t like 
about it? . 

10. In the later books of the series, Betsy, Tacy, and Tib attend high school and Betsy 
eventually marries, as do her friends. Mothers, what are some similarities between their 
high-school experiences and your own? Daughters, what are some of the things you liked 
about Deep Valley High School that you wish to occur when you are in high school?  

 

 



About the Author and Illustrators 

 

Maud Hart Lovelace (1892-1980) is the beloved author of the Betsy-Tacy books, 
as well as many other books for adults and children. 

In addition to illustrating the first four Betsy-Tacy books, Lois Lenski (1893-1974) 
was the Newbery Medal-winning author of Strawberry Girl. 

Vera Neville illustrated six of the Betsy-Tacy books as well as three Deep Valley 
Books. 

 



 
 
Heaven to Betsy/Betsy in Spite of Herself 
By Maud Hart Lovelace  
 
Price: $14.99 
On Sale: 9/29/2009 
Formats:     Trade PB   

This brand-new edition of Maud Hart Lovelace’s beloved works brings together the first two books 
of Betsy and Tacy’s high school years, Heaven to Betsy and Betsy in Spite of Herself, along with a 
new foreword by New York Times bestselling author Laura Lippman. 
 
Book Description 

Heaven to Betsy: Betsy Ray is loving every minute of freshman year at Deep Valley High—with new 
and old friends all around her . . . not to mention boys! But most intriguing of all is the one she and 
her best friend, Tacy, dub "the Tall Dark Stranger."  

Betsy in Spite of Herself: Betsy is at the center of every activity as a Deep Valley High sophomore—
and suddenly, thanks to her old friend Tib, she's offered a golden opportunity for glorious 
transformation. But will she impress the special boy by becoming dramatic, mysterious Betsye—or 
would she be better off just being Betsy in spite of herself?  

ISBN: 9780061794698; ISBN10: 0061794694; Imprint: Harper Perennial Modern Classics ; On 
Sale: 9/29/2009; Format: Trade PB; Trimsize: 5 5/16 x 8; Pages: 704; $14.99; Ages: 18 and Up  

 
Betsy Was a Junior/Betsy and Joe 
By Maud Hart Lovelace  
 
Price: $14.99 
On Sale: 9/29/2009 
Formats:     Trade PB  
 
 

This brand-new edition of Maud Hart Lovelace’s beloved works brings together the third and fourth 
books of Betsy and Tacy’s high school years, Betsy Was a Junior and Betsy and Joe, along with a 
foreword by New York Times bestselling author Meg Cabot. 
 
Book Description 

Betsy Was a Junior: It's the best school year ever, especially now that charming, funny Tib Muller is 
back in Deep Valley. But when her crowd gets into trouble, Betsy's best year could turn out to be her 
worst.  

Betsy and Joe: Betsy always thought she and Joe Willard were made for each other—and now that 
summer's over and senior year's begun, it seems her dream is coming true! But her friend Tony 
Markham has come calling as well—and his intentions are definitely romantic.  

ISBN: 9780061794728; ISBN10: 0061794724; Imprint: Harper Perennial Modern Classics ; On Sale: 
9/29/2009; Format: Trade PB; Trimsize: 5 5/16 x 8; Pages: 640; $14.99; Ages: 18 and Up  

 
 
 
 



Betsy and the Great World/Betsy's Wedding 
By Maud Hart Lovelace  
 
Price: $14.99 
On Sale: 9/29/2009 
Formats:     Trade PB   
This brand-new edition of Maud Hart Lovelace’s beloved works brings together the final two books of 
the Betsy-Tacy series, Betsy and the Great World and Betsy’s Wedding, along with a foreword by 
New York Times bestselling author Anna Quindlen. 

Book Description 

Betsy and the Great World: Betsy Ray is twenty-one and on the adventure of a lifetime: a solo tour of 
Europe! There's even a handsome Italian, Marco, who's going overboard for her—if only she could 
stop thinking about her ex-sweetheart Joe Willard.  

Betsy's Wedding: When Betsy's boat docks in New York, Joe is waiting there . . . with a ring! But she's 
going to learn that marriage isn't all candlelight, roses, and kisses. There's also cooking, ironing, 
cleaning, and budgeting— and will she be able to find time to forge a writing career?  

ISBN: 9780061795138; ISBN10: 0061795135; Imprint: Harper Perennial Modern Classics ; On Sale: 
9/29/2009; Format: Trade PB; Trimsize: 5 5/16 x 8; Pages: 688; $14.99; Ages: 18 and Up  

 

  
 


