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Born in 1943, Bill Holm studied English at Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter, Minne-
sota, and the University of Kansas, where he earned his MA in English. His books include 
Eccentric Islands, The Heart Can Be Filled Anywhere, Coming Home Crazy, and poetry col-
lections including, most recently, Playing the Black Piano. He was the recipient of numer-
ous awards, including a Fulbright scholarship and the 2008 McKnight Distinguished Arts 
Award. He lived in Minneota, Minnesota, and Hofsos, Iceland before passing away at the 
age of 65 in the spring of 2009.

“The sage of Minnesota, a 
colleague of Whitman though 

born a hundred years too late.”
—Garrison Keillor

Collecting the best and the newest 
poems from Bill Holm’s oeuvre, 

The Chain Letter of the Soul paints 
a portrait of a man of great heart, 
broad vision, and startling pre-
science. Fans will recognize many of 
their favorites, and new readers will 
be introduced to an enduring voice 
of American literature through such 
poems from Boxelder Bug Varia-
tions, The Dead Get By with Every-
thing, and Playing the Black Piano. 
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Also available: The Windows of Brimnes by Bill Holm
Paperback $15        978-1-57131-310-2§


