
 
 

A MIDWEST CONNECTIONS PICK 

“The real Paul Bunyan of lumber camp storytelling lives through Michael 
Edmond's superbly researched, richly illustrated, and engagingly written 
study.  The last and best word on Bunyan!”— James P. Leary, professor 
and director of the Folklore Program, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Everyone has heard the tale of the  
lumberjack hero Paul Bunyan and his big blue ox, 
but Out of the Northwoods tells the true tale of 
who Paul Bunyan was and his roots in the  
Wisconsin northwoods. It includes eyewitness  
accounts of how the first Bunyan stories were 
shared on frigid winter nights around logging 
camp stoves in the Wisconsin pinery. It describes 
where tales began, how they moved out of the  
forest and into print, and why publication changed 
them forever. 

Michael Edmonds has published several books and articles on literary and 
intellectual history. He joined the staff of the Wisconsin Historical Society 
in 1982 and helped lead its effort to mount rare books and manuscripts on 
the Web, stumbling on the mystery of Paul Bunyan's origin while looking 
for lumberjack memoirs to share online.  

Hardcover ~ $24.95 ~ 978-0-87020-437-1  

OUT OF THE NORTHWOODS:  
THE MANY LIVES OF PAUL BUNYAN 
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