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S u z a n n e  b e l i e v e s  s h e  k n o w s  w h o  s h e  i s :  a former wild child, neither a virgin nor virginal as 
a teen; someone who pulls for the wayward children she now teaches in Minnesota. She’s survived 
good love, bad love, and people who don’t care at all. 
	I n writing that has been likened to Kate Chopin’s, Maureen Gibbon constructs a taut story of    
                      desire at the other end of the Mississippi, in the north woods of Minnesota. Against deep 	
		           	 lakes, casinos, and a bar named the Royal, Gibbon’s unconventional characters show 	
			      us how to play the hands we’re dealt. This is a tough and tender book about 		
	            	 redemption from one of America’s most original writers.
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“WOW. Thief is a classic exploration of ‘the 

dark night of the soul.’ It delves into the ideas of 

redemption/forgiveness for yourself and others. It 

is multifaceted with a compelling story line, and 

the characters are fascinating and very human. 

With a blatant, sometimes almost painful, honesty, 

the book grabbed me from the first 
page! I can see this used in reading 
groups and literature classes. One 
of THE BEST books I have read 
in a while.” 

—A n g i e  G r a f st  r o m , 

I n sp  i r a t i o n  H o l l o w,  R o s e a u ,  M i NNE   S O T A


