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H O W F A R W O U L D Y O U G O T O

U N D E R S T A N D ?

Suzanne believes she knows who she is: a former wild child,

neither virgin nor virginal as a teen; someone who pulls for

the wayward girls and troubled boys she now teaches in Min-

nesota. She has learned to survive good love and bad love and

people who don’t care at all. At her rented cabin, she gathers

strength, like a storm forming over the lake.

While looking for a spark in her life, a random coincidence

leads Suzanne to try to unlock a harrowing event from her past.

She is drawn into an unusual relationship with Alpha Breville, a

convicted criminal with a disturbing history; simultaneously, she

begins seeing an unpredictable, dark-haired drifter—a cowboy

who’s part angel, part howling dog. Though the cowboy matches

Suzanne in intensity and desire, he’s less faithful than the cap-

tive Breville.

Which man can offer Suzanne the knowledge she seeks? Which

man can truly touch her? How can she find her unique peace?

In writing that has been likened to Kate Chopin’s, Maureen

Gibbon constructs a taut story of desire at the other end of the

Mississippi, in the north woods of Minnesota. Against deep lakes,

casinos, and a bar named the Royal, Gibbon’s unconventional

characters show us how to play the hands we’re dealt and own

the choices we make, in a tough and tender book about hard-

won redemption from one of America’s most original writers.

M A U R E E N G I B B O N is the author of

Swimming Sweet Arrow, a novel, and Magdalena,

a collection of prose poems. A graduate of

the Iowa Writers’ Workshop, she has received

fellowships from the Bush Foundation and Loft

McKnight.
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KEY SELLING POINTS:

1)  SWIMMING SWEET ARROW: Though raw and gritty, Gibbon's 
first novel was hailed by such tough critics as David Gates and Walter
Kirn, and came endorsed by James Salter, Susanna More, and 
Elizabeth Tallent, among other major writers. 
 
2) WILDLY ORIGINAL VOICE: Gibbon writes with a blunt, erotic 
charge that never descends into camp or sleaze. What Maile Meloy 
said about Swimming Sweet Arrow remains true of Thief: "the 
accomplishment of the novel is in its voice, an affecting blend of 
innocence and experience."
 
3) PAPERBACK ORIGINAL: The audience for THIEF is likely 
young and edgy and smart. This is the natural format for a novel like 
this.

QUOTES:

Praise for Swimming Sweet Arrow
 
"A moving first novel—Vangie could be the blunt-spoken daughter of 
a Raymond Carver character. The graphic sex is neither porn nor arty 
erotica; it's anthropology with a heart." —David Gates, Newsweek
 
“There. Now it is all written down. The broken, working-class 
families, the sex, drugs, dead-end lives and through it all the thing one
really longs for: true decency. Luminous, simple, tough and written 
with stunning candor.” —James Salter, author of A Sport and a 
Pastime
 
"A sexually explicit novel that's neither repulsively blunt nor falsely 
lyrical. For men who wonder what girls talk about when they talk 
about lust." —Walter Kirn, GQ
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