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“Beyond grace and intelligence, what
makes this book so important is that it
demonstrates how one of the most
tragic moments in all of American
history is best understood not only as a
spasm of genocidal violence but as
something emerging from the everyday
processes of politics and culture in the
late nineteenth century. It is precisely
that mixture of the banal and the
horrific that makes this book
compelling, significant, and deeply
troubling.” —William Deverell,
Director of the Huntington-USC Institute
on California and the West
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Heather Cox Richardson tells a dramatically new story about the
Wounded Knee massacre, revealing how its origins lay not in the West
but in the corridors of political power back east, particularly in the
desperate midterm election battle of 1890. Would-be lawmakers in
Washington, Democrat and Republican alike, sought to drum up votes
through that age-old political tool—fear. The fact is, the Sioux were not
on the warpath at all. BASIC

Deeply researched and beautifully written, Wounded Knee
will be the definitive account of an epochal American tragedy.
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