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A STORY OF AN EPIC FEUD,
MARKED BY VIOLENCE 

AND RETRIBUTION, 
BETWEEN TWO 

NEIGHBORING FARM 
MATRIARCHS LIVING IN 
THE MIDWEST DURING 

THE GREAT DEPRESSION.

“Michelle Hoover’s fine debut novel recreates for us a way of life 
and a set of personalities that have vanished from our current scene, 
and she does so with a solidity of detail that will impress 
these people and these places forever on your memory.”
—Charles Baxter, author of The Feast of Love

“I grew up among Iowa farm women, and Michelle Hoover has 
perfectly captured their voices and stories with 

great wisdom, tenderness, and beauty.”
—Ted Kooser, U. S. Poet Laureate 2004-2006

“In this finely wrought and starkly atmospheric narrativestarkly 
atmospheric narrative, Hoover’s characters carry deep 

secrets, and their emotions are as intense as the 
acts of nature that shape their world.”

—Publishers Weekly, Starred Review
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