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Book Synopsis:
McDermot, Nebraska, is a pleasant, scenic western 
cattle town situated in the Pawnee River valley—just 
the place for people seeking refuge from their hectic 
city lives. It is also just the place for those who have 
made their homes on this haunting prairie since the 
late nineteenth century. Ideal for both, McDermot 
means everything to those native inhabitants and 
something very different to those who are looking for 
a new life.
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Book Description
McDermot, Nebraska, is a pleasant, scenic western cattle town situated in the Pawnee River valley—just 
the place for people seeking refuge from their hectic city lives. It is also just the place for those who have 
made their homes on this haunting prairie since the late nineteenth century. Ideal for both, McDermot 
means everything to those native inhabitants and something very different to those who are looking for a 
new life.
  As the native residents wrestle with the arrival of outsiders, a local journalist uncovers a medical 
scandal epitomizing the problems facing the divided community. After the death of two men, it falls to 
the ancient but powerful district attorney to mediate a resolution between the clashing interests of the 
new and the old West. And the Thurston family, descended from the town’s first citizen, sets out in its 
own way to fight the forces threatening to destroy it. This is the story of new and old interests colliding, 
of small western plains towns confronting the forces of “progress.”

Praise for Dan O’Brien’s previous work:

“[O’Brien’s] prose is as strong and true as the frontier it evokes, and his presentation of mood and place is 
acute and gripping.”—Kirkus Reviews
 

“The metaphors that resonate below the surfaces of [O’Brien’s] tales render them enjoyable, satisfying, 
and thought-provoking.”—Publishers Weekly

“The characters and circumstances O’Brien conjures up are rich and complete. We are drawn into 
their lives, memories, and longings by a voice that is gentle and compelling . . . perceptive and 
compassionate.”—Southwest Book Review

“Dan O’Brien is a beautiful and sensitive writer.”—John Nichols, author of  The Milagro Beanfield War

Post-Publication Praise

Please visit this book’s Web page (http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Stolen-Horses,674634.
aspx) for the most current post-publication praise.
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Author Biography

Dan O’Brien is the author of numerous novels and 
memoirs, including Buffalo for the Broken Heart and 
The Contract Surgeon, winners of the Western Heritage 
Award for best nonfiction in 2001 and for best fiction 
in 1999, respectively. Buffalo for the Broken Heart was 
the One Book South Dakota selection for 2009.
Equinox: Life, Love, and Birds of Prey, is available in a 
Bison Books edition.

Additional Information

Events
For an up-to-date listing of author appearances, visit the Author Events and Book Signings page on the 
unp Web site at: http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/Catalog/ProductEvents.aspx?SearchOnLoad=true 

Blog
For lively discussion, notable book reviews, and occasional podcasts of unp titles, check out our blog at: 
http://www.nebraskapress.typepad.com

Book Web Page
Visit this book’s Web Page at: 
http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Stolen-Horses,674634.aspx

Review Copies, Author Interviews, & Excerpts
If you would like to receive a review copy, schedule an author interview, or obtain more information
regarding publishing an excerpt, contact mpress@unl.edu.

Examination Copies
If you are an instructor and are interested in requesting an examination copy, please send your request to 
cpress2@unl.edu.
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