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A masterful wide-angle portrait of an 
Iowa family over three decades. . . . 
Thompson’s ability to put these characters 
empathically on the page, in their special 
setting, over an extended period of years, 
with just the right dose of dark humor,  
rivals Richard Russo’s. . . . The novel 
is a powerful reflection on  
middle American life—on  
the changes wrought by the 
passing years and the values 
that endure.”
� —Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

“�Superb . . . Finely crafted . . .  
Thompson’s pithy humor,  
redolent details, and knowing 
compassion have never been 
sharper or more resounding as her 
characters’ follies and struggles reveal 
depthless truths about men and women, 
families and vocations, the lure of away 
and the gravitational pull of home.”  

� —Booklist (starred review)

“Dazzling . . . 
Unforgettable . . .  
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