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— Publishers Weekly, starred review

Timothy Schaffert has created his most
memorable character yet in Essie, an
octogenarian obituary writer for her
family’s small town newspaper. When a
young country girl is reported to be
missing, perhaps whisked away by an
itinerant aerial photographer, Essie
stumbles onto the story of her life. Or, it
all could be simply a hoax, or a delusion,
the child and child-thief invented from
the desperate imagination of a lonely,
lovelorn woman. Either way, the story of
the girl reaches far and wide, igniting
controversy, attracting curiosity-seekers
and cult worshippers from all over the
country to this dying rural town. And
then it is revealed that the long awaited
final book of an infamous series of YA
gothic novels is being secretly printed on

the newspaper’s presses.

The Coffins of Little Hope tells a feisty,

energetic story of characters caught in

Timothy Schaffert grew up on a farm in Nebraska and
currently lives in Omaha. His short fiction has been
published in several literary journals and he’s won
numerous awards, including the Mary Roberts Rinehart

Award and the Nebraska Book Award.

He is the author of two other critically-acclaimed novels,
The Singing and Dancing Daughters of God and Devils in
the Sugar Shop. - Author photo by Rodney Rahl

the intricately woven webs of myth,
legend and deception even as Schaffert
explores with his typical exquisite care
and sharp eye the fragility of childhood,
the strength of family, the powerful
rumor mills of rural America, and the
sometimes dramatic effects of pop

culture on the way we shape our world.

“Schaffert is blessed with empathy,
creativity, imagination, and a masterful
way with words . . . This is an
exceptional book and highly
recommended.” — Laurel Johnson
for Midwest Book Review

“As Janet Maslin from the New York
Tumes writes, ‘Mr. Schaffert does not
take his material lightly. He only
makes it seem that way.’ By the time
you finish this book, you will love its
eccentric characters as much as Mr.
Schaffert does. Don’t miss this one!”
— Nancy Simpson, Book Vault
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