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SELECTED PRAISE FOR

THE WRITING OF 

TIMOTHY SCHAFFERT

" Quixotic . . . Schaffert creates a comically mopey little burg full of whimsical dreams . . . [a] treat. The novel also . . . underscore(s) the fragility of life and the passage of time. The novel remains playful yet never far from these shadows. Mr. Schaffert does not take his material lightly. He only makes it seem that way." Janet Maslin, The New York Times
“The Singing and Dancing Daughters of God"…doesn't feed us its story as much as it serves a continual stream of delicacies until your head spins. Think of it as the literary equivalent of dim sum. A totally whacked-out yarn about a divorced couple who still haven't quite split up, Schaffert's book is both ruthlessly funny and utterly compassionate about his characters' ridiculous aspirations -- the main character sings country songs in a Ramada Inn, dreaming of making it big -- and tragic limitations.”—Meghan Daum, Salon.com
"Think “Sex and the City.” Now make the city…Omaha…setting aside, can a novel still be called chick lit if (a) it’s written by a guy and (b) most of the chicks in question are in their late 30’s to early 40’s and not especially interested in shoes? When the characters spend as much time as these do searching for love, sipping cocktails and seeking comfort in one another’s company, the answer is yes, though Schaffert’s version of it is a good deal smarter and funnier than most of the disposable volumes cluttering up this genre’s walk-in closet.”—The New York Times Book Review
“[A] wonderfully offbeat and surprisingly original novel… a hilarious and smart tale that begs for a sequel. And maybe even a Showtime series.”—IN Los Angeles Magazine

“Schaffert has a good eye for the myriad ways we allow ourselves not to see our complicity in the difficulties of relationships, whether sexual or parental, and he's able to mine this with good humor and wit."—Popmatters.com
“This novel of desire, longing, love, and enduring friendship is like an expensive box of chocolates: each silken morsel is luscious and approvingly decadent, and with every bite you don't necessarily know what you're going to get.”—Library Journal, starred review

“Sugar Shop is essentially a comedy of errors; it’s all about who knows what when, and who else is trying to prevent them from sharing that information with so and so. Schaffert writes with precision and charm, and does Omaha some serious justice.”—Time Out Chicago

"Novelist Timothy Schaffert's Devils in the Sugar Shop (Unbridled), stocked with stiff cocktails, drag queens, and sexcapades, is as delectably campy as its title suggests."—Out Magazine
“Nebraska author Schaffert's third novel is the gayest story without much gay content that I've read in eons…a non-stop comic delight.”—Books to Watch Out For
“In his first two novels —“The Phantom Limbs of the Rollow Sisters” and “The Singing and Dancing Daughters of God” — Timothy Schaffert used outrageous situations and quirky characters to seriously explore the complexity of personal ties that survive against all odds. In “Devils in the Sugar Shop,” he succeeds again…. will perpetuate his reputation as an insightful and gifted author.”—The Lincoln Journal-Star
“Schaffert has wit and a lovely writing style.”—Entertainment Weekly
“The characters populating Timothy Schaffert’s THE SINGING AND DANCING DAUGHTERS OF GOD may not be particularly likeable, yet somehow they’re impossible not to love….Heart-rending…an honest story with just a touch honky-tonk.”—BookPage 
“A microcosm for Anywhere, USA, this small Nebraska town is home to generations challenged by a rapidly evolving society, their children exposed to more temptation than their parents, all of them stumbling under the pressures of daily life. There are plenty of problems to go around, but what makes this novel so delightful is Hud’s hopeful attitude as he works to regain his fragmented family, both children benefiting from their parents’ sometimes misguided love. Every heartache is tempered with tenderness, every mistake with forgiveness.”—curledup.com
“…boondocks-Gothic…quietly tragic…The sisters lose their childhood innocence only to acquire an adult version… As long as the sisters have each other, nothing else matters.”—The Washington Post
“One has to admire an author who sets his first novel in rural Nebraska. That landscape was put on the literary map a century ago by Willa Cather … in The Phantom Limbs of the Rollow Sisters by Timothy Schaffert, a narrative both sweet and audacious unfolds, encroaching Cather’s pinnacle just a bit. … I wanted to know what becomes of these brave and funny sisters. The descriptive gifts of the author are great.”—United Press International
“An inventive story and endearing characters.”—Booklist
“A worthy first novel … The characters are flawed but believable, vulnerable but resilient.”

—The Post & Courier
“Achy-breaky dysfunction drives a messy, funny family drama in this small town Nebraska tale, told in a winning faux-naïve style…film, along with music, plays a wonderful incidental role throughout…Deft, sweet and surprising.”—Publishers Weekly
“An elegantly written olio of country music, heartbreak and gospel singing groups, of children and their tired fathers who may yet have the time and talent to get their lives straight….a cracking good read.”—The Omaha World-Herald
