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Please welcome back Timothy Schaffert.  His new novel, THE COFFINS OF LITTLE HOPE, pubs on April 19th, and in it he returns to familiar themes: the fragility of childhood, the strength of family, and the powerful rumor mills of small, rural towns.  And he returns with perhaps his most vivid and endearing character to date, Essie, otherwise known as “S,” an 83-year-old obituary writer for a struggling, small-town newspaper. Please consider this novel for review and summer reading features, and please consider Timothy for an interview.
In this gripping and moving story, Essie finds herself embroiled in intrigue, stumbling onto the story of her career: a country girl has gone missing, perhaps whisked away by an itinerant aerial photographer. Or so it seems.  It all could be simply a hoax, or a delusion, the child and child-thief invented from the desperate imagination of a lonely, lovelorn farm woman.  Regardless, the event captures the imagination of her small town, and even of the larger world. Reporters descend.

In addition, Essie’s newspaper is part of  the secretive printing of an infamous, long awaited YA fantasy novel, from a series that is popular world-wide.  But parts of the novel leak out, further elevating this town’s notoriety.  Indeed, the leaks cause almost as much uproar as the missing child.  Schaffert’s is a wonderful spoof on the publishing industry and cult readers.

And amidst it all—the reporters, the mystery, the hub bub, the genuine concern for the missing child—Essie is trying to be a grandmother to her heartbroken, abandoned granddaughter, a girl who is smart enough to understand her situation, brave enough not to exploit it, and hopeful enough that she never quite gives up on her mom.

THE COFFINS OF LITTLE HOPE, is vintage Schaffert: sweet, but with an edge; compelling but also thought-provoking; set in the Midwest but relevant to the world.  As usual, he brings his keen eye to the state of our current culture, but this time, by writing through the eyes of an older woman, there is added power to the tale, a perspective and heart (and courage) that will make readers remember Essie for a long, long time.  Schaffert’s novels are about family ties and love.  He’ll win readers over with this one—and hold them fast.

Timothy Schaffert grew up on a farm in Nebraska and currently lives in Omaha. He’s the author of three previous critically acclaimed novels including The Phantom Limbs of the Rollow Sisters and The Singing and Dancing Daughters of God. His novels have been a Book Sense Pick, Barnes & Noble Discover Great New Writers selection, and a New York Times Editor’s Choice.  His writing has won numerous other awards and honors awards, including the Mary Roberts Rinehart Award, the Henfield/Transatlantic Review Award and the Nebraska Book Award. He currently teaches creative writing and literature at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

Thank you for your consideration and time.
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