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“Airgood’s engaging novel, brimming with quirky characters, that everyone who moves to a small, tightly knit town, imagines he or she might someday write…This is a sure bet for fans of Maeve Binchy, Rosamunde Pilcher, or Fannie Flagg.”

––Booklist
 “South of Superior is a charming story…a celebration of the ever-surprising strengths of the human spirit.”
––Beth Hoffman, New York Times bestselling author of Saving CeeCee Honeycutt
Author Ellen Airgood says she could have learned about life anywhere.  But at age 25, fate brought her to a remote coastal village in Michigan’s isolated Upper Peninsula.   While camping on Lake Superior with her sister, she was captivated by the area’s harsh beauty, then fell head-over-heels in love with the local diner owner who cooked up her grilled cheese sandwich.  Within six months she had married the diner owner, moved north, and fully embraced the timeless appeal of her adopted home.  Now, this unique and isolated resort community informs Aigood’s enchanting novel, SOUTH OF SUPERIOR (Riverhead Books; Publication Date: June 9, 2011; ISBN: 978-1-59448-793-4; Price: $25.95), a debut brimming with charm and the wisdom of small-town life.

Madeline Stone has the desire for a big change. She gives up her predictable Chicago life and an ambivalent fiancée when she receives a job offer to care for the ailing friend of her late grandfather—a man she never even met.  After moving five hundred miles north to the tiny town of McAllaster at the edge of Lake Superior, she finds herself living with Gladys and Arbutus, two octogenarian sisters, one sharp and stubborn, the other sweeter than sunshine. She sees her new job—as a paid companion for the frail, sweet Arbutus—as strictly temporary.  But Madeline never expected that McAllaster and its unforgettable residents would find a way into her hardened heart, or that their fierce spirit would buoy her in surprising, subtle ways.  
In this remote village, the people, the friendships, the grudges, and the histories go back miles.  For generations the residents have supported and looked out for one another, even when standing on opposite sides of an issue.  Madeline is soon sucked into the lives of the working-class townspeople and the tensions between the newcomers (with their new money) and the old guard.

Madeleine’s own family background is a painful mystery to her and the last thing she counted on was history rising up to meet her, or that the cantankerous and secretive Gladys would impart life lessons that would change her forever.  Madeleine must learn to let go of her bitterness and her set ideas about the past so that she can move forward—try new things, build new relationships and a new sense of family, and recognize love when it comes along, whether it’s in the form of a little boy who needs a parent in the way she herself once did, or a man who surprises her with his humor and steadiness but also his imperfection. The drama that unfolds and the lessons learned are a powerful reminder of not only what’s important in life, but that it often takes very little to make us truly happy.

Airgood introduces some of the most memorable characters created in years with sisters Gladys and Arbutus, the misguided single mother and wild child Randi, and her reluctant heroine, Madeline. The people of rustic McAllaster are that rarest of breeds: a tightly knit, fiercely protective tribe dedicated to preserving old-fashioned values and a way a life threatened more with each passing year.  

Celebrating community and a hardscrabble way of life, SOUTH OF SUPERIOR brilliantly captures what it’s like to live in a place that’s remote and lonely, yet enlivening and vital, a spot much like the author’s adopted Lake Superior-side home.  Filled with people who take great joy in the simple things and who recognize the deep reward in caring for others, it’s the kind of place—and story—that grabs hold of the soul and doesn’t let go.  
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