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PRAISE FOR TWIN CITIES:
“Exploding with capacity and ambition, Carol Muske-Dukes’s new poems are the strongest yet from a poet whose work has long been essential reading.”
—Jorie Graham

“[The voice] veers from intimacy to an almost invulnerable shoot-from-the-hip dazzle, and it makes TWIN CITIES urgent, high-energy, and all-the-way-alive.”

—Mark Doty

Carol Muske-Dukes has won acclaim for work that marries sophisticated intelligence, emotional resonance, and technical craft.  What distinguishes her poetry from her contemporaries is her awareness of the complicated web into which the personal and the political, the familial and the feminist are woven.  This awareness deeply informs her latest collection, TWIN CITIES (Penguin Poets; On Sale: May 31, 2011; ISBN: 978-0-14-311964-7; $18; 84 pages), a book that plunges into the depths of both grief and joy with subtle precision.  

The titular location serves as geographical entry point for an exploration of how the self is inescapably split over the course of a lifetime, its incarnations existing separately in their own moments in time. One is so removed from the next that “You could fail at accurately at describing / Your own life, certain as chance” (“Twin Cities III”).  Those things that bind us into one person, one family, and one community are as changeable as the frozen river that connects the Twin Cities, “The winter ice, that thin brittle mirage— / Making you believe / We were all in this together.” (“Twin Cities”).  Grief splits the surface as well, separating the city of the living from the city of the dead.  In the astounding “The Grief Game” the living bargain for the return of their dead, ultimately failing to subvert  “that flat // Stone, in this desert here, where, alone, within a / Heartbeat: we are absolutely nothing to each other.”  TWIN CITIES offers “one irrefutable truth after another— / Obliterated by the irrefutable dual: City and City and // River and river of this, my Ever-Dividing Reflection” (“Twin Cities II”). 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Carol Muske-Dukes is the author of seven books of poetry, four novels, and two collections of essays. She also co-edited, with Bob Holman, Crossing State Lines: An American Renga, which is a collaborative collection of fifty-four poets responding to ideas of America (and to each other) and was published by Farrar, Straus and Giroux in March 2011.  Her previous book of poetry, Sparrow, was a finalist for the National Book Award in 2003.  She is professor of English/Creative Writing at the University of Southern California and was appointed Poet Laureate of California in 2008.  The recipient of many awards, including a Guggenheim Fellowship, she lives in Los Angeles and New York City.
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