May 5, 2011
Dear Editor/Producer: 

Rebecca Makkai’s debut novel THE BORROWER (Viking; On Sale June 13, 2011; ISBN: 978-0-670-02281-6; $25.95; 336 pages) is a June Indie Next List Selection and a Good Housekeeping June “Book Pick”, and has received wonderful pre-publication reviews. Booklist described it in a starred review as a “splendid first novel,” Kirkus called it “refreshingly unsentimental,” and Library Journal described it as a “stylish and clever tale…[that] reads like a liberal librarian’s illicit fantasy.” 

THE BORROWER is the story of Lucy Hull, a young small town children’s librarian who left behind Chicago and her Russian émigré family, and of Ian Drake, her favorite patron. Ten-year-old Ian is a devoted and intelligent reader, and almost certainly gay. His family—while loving—are also evangelical Christians. Lucy discovers this when, much to her fury, Ian’s mother requests that Lucy only lend Ian books that “have the breath of God in them.” Lucy defies this request and continues to “smuggle” Ian such “inappropriate” reading as Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing and D’Aulaires’ Greek Myths. 
But that is not the end of the matter—Ian confesses to Lucy that his parents have enlisted him in a series of “rehabilitation classes” for “sexually confused brothers and sisters in Christ.” Shortly after that, Lucy discovers Ian camped out in the library after running away from home. He persuades her to embark on a madcap adventure across the US. In an interview, Rebecca Makkai, herself the mother of two young children, can discuss: 
· The ethics of what Lucy does in allowing herself to be “kidnapped” by Ian and how, Rebecca, as a mother, coped with writing about this in the novel  
· Her thoughts on the recent “epidemic” of teen bullying and suicides, especially in relation to gay teens and how “books can save lives” 

· How her own Hungarian heritage informed her writing about Lucy’s Russian émigré family and her thoughts on Lucy’s comments about America being a nation of “runaways” 
THE BORROWER is a charming and poignant tale about memory, childhood, and literature that will utterly bewitch anyone who’s ever found salvation between the covers of a book. 

Rebecca Makkai lives near Chicago with her husband and two daughters. Her stories have appeared in journals including Tin House, Ploughshares, New England Review and The Threepenny Review, Shenandoah, and on NPR's Selected Shorts. They have also been selected for The Best American Short Stories 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011, and Best American Nonrequired Reading 2009. 
Rebecca will be on book tour this summer. Please see reverse for tour dates and cities. We look forward to speaking with you about setting up an interview. 

Sincerely, 

Holly Watson, Viking Publicity Manager

Meghan Fallon, Viking Associate Publicist
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