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A delightfully quirky novel that celebrates books, inspired by a love for reading
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( “Makkai has written a splendid first novel that cleverly weaves telling references to children’s

books into her whimsically patchwork plot. Larger-than-life characters and an element of the picaresque add to the book’s delights. Best of all, however, is Lucy’s absolutely unshakeable faith in the power of books to save. From her lips, readers, to God’s ear.”—Booklist (starred)
“Smart, literate and refreshingly unsentimental.”

— Kirkus
“This entertaining first novel reads like a liberal librarian’s illicit fantasy . . . a stylish and clever tale for bibliophiles who enjoy authors like Jasper Fforde and Connie Willis.” —Library Journal
“Rarely is a first novel as smart and engaging and learned and funny and moving as The Borrower. Rebecca Makkai is a writer to watch, as sneakily

ambitious as she is unpretentious."
—Richard Russo, Pulitzer Prize winning and bestselling author of That Old Cape Magic and Empire Falls
 *A June Indie Next List Selection*
THE BORROWER (Viking; On-sale June 13, 2011; ISBN: 978-0-670-02281-6; $25.95;  336 pages) is the story of Lucy Hull, a twenty-six-year-old children’s librarian in the small town of Hannibal, Missouri, who finds herself both kidnapper and kidnapped when her favorite patron, ten-year-old Ian Drake, runs away from home.

Ian is incredibly bright and he’s obsessed with reading. His mother, a strict evangelical, has requested that Lucy censor the books Ian checks out, an appeal that enrages Lucy.  In defiance, she helps Ian smuggle books home that his mother would never approve of. When Lucy learns that Ian’s parents have enrolled him in a weekly “anti-gay” class with celebrity Pastor Bob, she can sense the boy’s spirit is being crushed.  And when she finds Ian stowed away at the end of the children’s fiction aisle, prepared to run away, she finds herself in an impossible moral dilemma.
Desperate to save him from Pastor Bob and the Drakes, Lucy allows herself to be hijacked by Ian. What follows is a comical journey that takes the pair from Missouri to Vermont, (via Chicago and Cleveland).  Along the way Lucy is forced to confront her own family history, and to use her father’s Russian connections to escape discovery. The farther they get, the more Lucy must decide whether she’s doing Ian more harm than good by taking him away from his family. Ultimately, she devises an ingenious (and literary) plan to guide Ian as he gets older. 
With clever riffs on famous children’s books sprinkled throughout, THE BORROWER will delight readers of all ages and add a whole new dimension to their reading experience. 

About Rebecca Makkai: Her stories have appeared in journals including Tin House, Ploughshares, New England Review and The Threepenny Review, Shenandoah, and on NPR's Selected Shorts. They have also been selected for The Best American Short Stories 2008 (edited by Salman Rushdie), 2009 (edited by Alice Sebold), 2010 (edited by Richard Russo) and 2011 (edited by Geraldine Brooks), Best American Nonrequired Reading 2009 (edited by Dave Eggers), and Best American Fantasy 3. Makkai lives north of Chicago with her husband and two daughters.
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