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This summer, Penguin Young Readers Group is thrilled to publish SPELLBOUND, the highly-anticipated second volume in the New York Times bestselling The Books of Elsewhere series by Jacqueline West (Dial; July 12, 2011; 9780803734418; Ages 10 & up; $16.99). Set in an old Victorian mansion with talking cats and paintings that come alive, the series debuted to critical acclaim last year.  Disney’s Family Fun called the first book “Riveting” and the San Francisco Chronicle hailed it as “A fantastic story full of magic and mysteries.” With several starred reviews and tremendous industry buzz, The Shadows became an instant bestseller, setting the stage for the thrilling and chilling second book. 

In SPELLBOUND, Olive is faced with no way into the old house’s enchanted paintings, which means her friend Morton is still trapped on the other side—in Elsewhere. Worse? The house’s three gigantic guardian cats are no help at all (they’re hiding something; Olive is sure of it). So when the new oddball kids next door mentions a grimoire—a spellbook—Olive feels a breathless tug of excitement. If she can find the spellbook, maybe she can help Morton escape Elsewhere for good. Unless, that is, the book finds Olive first. 
With spells, scares, and plenty of humor, SPELLBOUND is the perfect middle grade novel for both boys and girls.  Once again, West strikes just the right balance of hair-raising and laugh-out-loud funny. Fast paced, adventurous and full of suspense, volume two has all the components of a magical sequel. SPELLBOUND will leave new fans and devotees thirsting for the next installment in this exciting five-part series. Jacqueline West may be a new addition to the world of children’s literature but she is certainly one who will continue to thrill readers for many years to come. 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Jacqueline West is the author of The Books of Elsewhere, a fantasy series for young readers, Cherma, a collection of poetry about Wisconsin's Bohemian immigrants, and a wildly varied agglomeration of other stories and poems. After working as a church soloist, Montessori preschool teacher, dinner theatre actress, voice instructor, arts writer, waitress, and high school English teacher, she is now happily spending her days as a full-time writer. She lives amid the bluffs of Red Wing, Minnesota, with her husband and her dog, a Springer Spaniel mix named Brom Bones. To find out more, go to www.TheBooksofElsewhere.com and www.jacquelinewest.com.
ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR:

Poly Bernatene (http://poly-bernatene-bio.blogspot.com/) hails from Argentina and has been drawing continuously since early childhood. After graduating from the National School of Fine Arts in Buenos Aires, Poly got his start working in advertising, animation, and comics.  In the last few years, he has turned his focus more exclusively to illustration and has published several children’s books in Argentina, Mexico, Spain, the UK, Australia, Denmark, Taiwan, Belgium, and the US. Poly lives with his wife and two sons in Buenos Aires, Argentina

For more information about THE BOOKS OF ELSEWHERE, Vol. 2: SPELLBOUND please contact Kristina Aven at kristina.aven@us.penguingroup.com
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