
“ Makkai’s probing novel reminds us that 
literature matters because it helps us discover 
ourselves while exploring the worlds of others.”
—Chicago Tribune

“ An appealing, nonromantic love story about 
an unexpected pairing—and a surprisingly 
moving one.” 
—The New York Times

 “ A wise and likable tale about the diffi culty of 
protecting a precocious imagination.” 
—The Wall Street Journal

“ [A] delightfully quirky debut.” 
—Good Housekeeping

“ How could any reader of any age resist 
Rebecca Makkai’s charming The Borrower?”
 —O, The Oprah Magazine

“ Rarely is a fi rst novel as smart and engaging 
and learned and funny and moving as 
The Borrower.”
 —Richard Russo, Pulitzer Prize–winning  

author of Empire Falls

“ The Borrower is full of books, libraries, 
cross-country hijinks, accidental parenting, 
love gone wrong, and friendships gone right.” 
—Hannah Tinti, author of The Good Thief
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A librarian and a young boy obsessed with reading 
take to the road in this delightfully funny and 
moving debut novel.
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