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From the National Book Award and National Book Critics Circle Award 
fi nalist-an odyssey of a novel about a girl’s search for love and identity.

“Once Upon a River is a beautiful piece 
of work . . . Never simple, never pre-
dictable, utterly wonderful. I just loved 
this book.” —Dorothy Allison, author  
  of Trash and Bastard Out of Carolina  

“American fiction waited a long time 
for Bonnie Jo Campbell to come along.”
          —Jaimy Gordon, 
           National Book Award winner

“A dramatic and rhapsodic American 
odyssey.  A glorious novel destined to 
entrance and provoke.”        
      —Booklist (starred review) 
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BONNIE JO CAMPBELL  is the author of the National Book Award fi nalist American 
Salvage, Women & Other Animals, and the novels Q Road and Once Upon a River. She is the 
winner of a Pushcart Prize, and the AWP Award for Short Fiction. Her work has appeared in 
Southern Review, Kenyon Review, and Ontario Review. She lives in Kalamazoo, Michigan.
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