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“As she did in her debut, Rainy Lake, Rockcastle once again 
melds family drama with a palpable sense of place. . . . Suf-
fused, appropriately, with imagery of the natural and man-
made worlds, Rockcastle’s skillful pacing weaves together 
the family’s tumultuous history with its uncertain present. 
A mature love story offering a clear-eyed glimpse of the 

challenges and rewards of a long marriage.”
Publishers Weekly

“The natural environment exerts a powerful presence 
in Rockcastle’s second novel. . . . Gracefully moving 
between past and present, Rockcastle portrays the 

tangled emotions of a troubled marriage, of a family 
struggling to rise above tragedy. A strong and insightful 

novel this reader was reluctant to see end.”
Library Journal

“Rockcastle writes compassionately about her characters’ 
grievances and hesitant attempts to grow.”

Kirkus Reviews

“In Caddis  Wood is an extraordinary and original novel, 
emotionally wrenching and lovely and true. The book had 
me in tears at the end: such glorious, inevitable sadness, 
Carl’s and Hallie’s love for each other veined with anger 
and disappointment but always alive and present in both 
of them. A marvelous read—artfully constructed on the 

one hand, entirely organic on the other.”
Julie Schumacher

Mary François Rockcastle 
is the author of Rainy Lake. She is the 
director of  The Creative Writing Programs 
at Hamline University, and the founding 
and executive editor of Water~Stone Review. 
She lives in Minneapolis.
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